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E have received from the Southern Counties 

Federation of Building Trades’ Employers two 
pamphlets, the first, dated November, 1942, being an 
interim report of a special commission appointed to 
formulate a post-war policy for the building industry, 
and the second, dated November, 1943, being the 
final report of the same commission. 

The contents of the first are incorporated, for all 
intents and purposes, in the second, with which, therefore, 
alone we propose to deal. This document is very com- 
prehensive, running to 88 pages, and it is impossible, 
therefore, in the space of a leading article to deal with 
more than its salient points. After commencing with 
a dissertation on its scope and method of inquiry and 
of the conditions under which, it is believed, the building 
industry will operate in the future, followed by an 
article giving a general definition and characteristics 
of the industry, it deals with nine main subjects. These 
are suggested improvements in organisation, education 
and training of operatives, employers and technical 
and managerial staffs, architects and quantity sur- 
veyors, a discussion on design and planning, dealing 
with the functions both of architect and quantity 
surveyor, followed by a discussion on various types of 
contract and types of builders, continuing with questions 
involving the operatives and conditions of employ- 
ment, and finally the quality of product, which last 
subdivision includes time and progress schedules (or 
‘‘ programme and progress” schedules as the M.O.W. 
now calls them), improved costing, materials and 
building legislation and bye-laws. 

It will be observed that the report covers the whole 
field of the building world, and deals with questions and 
problems which affect not only the builder but the 
architect, the surveyor and the building owner. The 
authors of the report are, of course, fully cognisant 
of this, and in their suggested reorganisation of the 
industry suggest that a representative body should be 
set up to include the four main groups which together 
make up the industry, viz., architects, quantity sur- 
veyors, contractors and operatives, and also suggesting 
that the word “ contractor ” should include the specu- 
lative builder and the jobbing builder. 

With regard to this last matter, they suggest that 
every effort should be made to make the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers really repre- 
sentative by the inclusion of all building trade em- 
ployers. Without actually advocating such a course, 
they hint that, if necessary, compulsion should be 
applied. 

This is really the gist of the report. There are many 
other interesting and frequently valuable suggestions 
made on the other matters with which the report 
deals, many suggestions with which we are heartily 
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in accord, and some of which we are doubtful, but a 
large number of them could not, except with extreme 
difficulty, be carried into effect without an overriding 
and comprehensive representative body as suggested 
above. 

The question is, therefore, Is such a body desirable 
and is it in practice possible ? As regards its desirability, 
it would obviously be all to the good if all concerned 
with the building industry, whether in a professional 
or commercial capacity, could on certain vital questions 
speak with one voice. Such a unanimity on some 
subjects would be of advantage not only to the industry 
itself but to the public good. On the other hand, it 
must be remembered that the architect and the quantity 
surveyor, more particularly the latter, have to act as 
watchdogs on behalf of the building owner. Would 
too close an association with the commercial side of 
the industry interfere with this most important 
function? We do not say that it would, but we raise 
the question. 

Again, it must be remembered that the interests of 
all building employers are not necessarily identical ; 
the problems of the great contractor and those of 
the speculative builder or jobbing builder are often 
very different. We do not propose here to judge the 
circumstances which led to the formation of the Federa- 
tion of Master Builders, but there was, unquestionably. 
a real sense of grievance behind them. 

This, again, raises the question of possibility. Where 
there is so little union now, will it be possible to produce 
a greater union still? It is perfectly certain that such 
an organisation as is proposed must be total if it is to 
function with any success. The whole proposal bristles 
with difficulties, but that is not to say that it is un- 
desirable and cannot be attained. We think emphati- 
cally that it deserves ventilation and discussion, and 
if this has not already been done, we would suggest 
that this pamphlet should be circulated to all bodies 
interested. Union is certainly strength, but it should 
be a union preferably by consent and achieved after 
all possible causes of dissension have been investigated. 

What is highly satisfactory is that the desire to place 
building on a sounder and more economic basis is wide- 
spread. A letter, elsewhere in our columns, from Mr. 
H. C. Harland, the President, indicates the scope of the 
inquiry being made by the London Master Builders’ 
Association. This inquiry, dealing with Post-War 
Building Practice, naturally does not connote the. 
question of a union of the two bodies of London em- 
ployers, but we were glad to hear the recent statement 
of Mr. Charles Boot, President of the Federation of 
Master Builders, that the door to a union “ remains 
open.” A unity of London employers may well prove 
the first step to a unified building industry. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


Housing Equipment Exhibition. 

THe Ministry of Works will shortly 
open in Birmingham an exhibition on 
housing equipment to illustrate those parts 
of the ‘“‘ Housing Manual, 1944,’ which 
deal with interior installations and fit- 
tings. The exhibition is complementary 
to the demonstration houses at Northolt, 
which illustrate Government recommenda- 
tions on the planning and construction of 
houses. It has been arranged with the 
co-operation of the Ministry of Health 
and the Ministry of Fuel and Power. The 
exhibition will be held at the West End 
Hall, 92, Suffolk-street (near the Civic 
Centre), Birmingham. From October 16 
to 21 inclusive, admission will be by 
ticket only. From October 23 to Novem- 
ber 4 inclusive, the exhibition will be open 
to the public from 10 to 5 each day (in- 
cluding Saturdays). 

Tickets for admission from October 16 
to 21 should be obtained as follews :— 

Members and officers of local authori- 
ties—from the Secretary, Ministry of 
Health, Whitehall, S.W.1. 

Executives of supply undertakings, of 
the coal trade and of firms manufacturing 
heat_appliances—from the Secretary of 
the British Commercial Gas Association, 
the Electrical Development Association, or 
the Coal Utilisation Joint Council, as the 
case may be. 

Other manufacturers of housing equip- 
ment—from their trade association. 


Factory-made Temporary Houses. 

An exhibition has been arranged by the 
Ministry of Works of factory-made houses, 
including the Ministry of Works improved 
type, and the Uni-Seco and Arcon houses 
mentioned during the discussion in Par- 
liament of the Housing (Temporary 
Accommodation) Bill. The houses are on 
land adjoining the Tate Gallery, Millbank, 
london. The exhibition will remain open 
daily, except Sundays, from 9.30 a.m. to 
4.30 p.m., until about the end of October. 
The Ministry of Health is inviting visits by 
representatives of local authorities. 


Presentation to Sif lan MacAlister. 

On Wednesday, October 18, at 2.15 
p.m., a presentation is to be made to Sir 
Tan MacAlister on his retirement from 
the ‘post of Secretary of the R.I.B.A. 
Among those who will be present to pay 
tribute to Sir Ian will be the President, 
Mr. Percy E. Thomas, O.B.E.; Sir 
Banister Fletcher;, Sir Giles Gilbert 
Scott, O.M., R.A.; Capt. H. 8. Goodhart- 
Rendel; Mr. W. H. Ansell; Mr. J. 
Hubert Worthington, O.B.E. (represent- 
ing provincial architects); Mr. J. R. 
McKay, President, R.J.A.S.; Mr. 
Michael T. Waterhouse (Hon. Secretary) ; 
Mr. C. D. Spragg, Acting Secretary (on 
behalf of the staff); and the Right Hon. 
Vincent Massey, High Commissioner for 
Canada, who will present to Sir Ian the 
Diploma and Medallion of Honorary 
Fellowship of the Royal Architectural 
Institute of Canada. 


A.B.T. and Full Employment. 

Tue Association of Building Tech- 
nicians issue from 5, Ashley-place, S.W.1, 
a policy for full employment in the build- 
ing industry and a planned demobilisation 
programme. This policy may be sum- 
marised as follows :— 

(1) Continuous full employment in the 
building industry is necessary to the 
national welfare and is _ possible to 
achieve. 

(2) The Government’s proposal to with- 
hold investment of funds in public works, 
etc., for the purpose of helping to main- 
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tain a high stable level of employment 
will endanger the completion of essential 
buildings. 

(3) A generous short-term and a com- 
prehensive long-term plan are essential in 
the national interest, if full employ- 
ment is to be maintained in the building 
industry. These plans must be made 
known to the public. 

(4) Demobilisation must be related to 
these plans, with priority to building 
workers and particularly to teachers of 
building subjects. 

(5) Control of labour and of demobilisa- 
tion should be in the hands of boards, 
some of whose members should be 
appointed by the building trade unions. 

(6) Adequate subsidised training and 
refresher courses must be made available 
to those whose war jobs—whether mili- 
tary or civilian—have interrupted train- 
ing or have resulted in the individual 
becoming out of touch with new develop- 
ments’ in technique. 


A.B.T.: The General Secretary. 

Mr. A. W. Barr, who has been in the 
R.A.F. since 1940, has decided that after 
the war he wishes to take up once more 
the profession of architecture, and has 
accordingly tendered his resignation as 
General Secretary of the Association of 
Building Technicians. It was accepted 
with great regret by the General Council. 


COMING EVENTS 


Monday, October 16. 


Mristry oF Works. Exhibition of Housing 
Equipment. West End Hall, 92, Suffolk-street, 
Birmingham. Admission from October 16 to 21, 
inclusive, by ticket only (see details on this 
page). Open to public without ticket October 
23-November 4, inclusive. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Tue Gerorctan Group. Annual Meeting. 
Speakers: Viscount Cranborne, Prof. Patrick 
Abercrombie, Mr. Henry Strauss, Mr. E. H. 
Keeling, M.P., and Prof. A. E. Richardson, R.A. 
Vintners’ Hall, E.C.4. 3.30 p.m. 


Tuesday, October 17. 


Hovsine ‘Centre. Mr. Gordon Stephenson on 
“Site Planning. and Layout in Relation to 
Housing.”’ 13, Suffolk-street, S.W.1. 1.15 p.m. 
(buffet lunch, 12.45 p.m.). 


Thursday, October 19. 


Town AnD Country Prannina Association. Sir 
Albert Howard on “Fresh Food and Town 
Planning.” 2, Savoy-hill, W.C.2. 1.15 p.m. 
(buffet lunch, 12.45 p.m.). 

ASSOCIATION FOR PLANNING AND REGIONAL Re- 
constTRUCTION. Report on Progress of War Office 
Correspondence Course on Town and Country 
Planning. 34, Gordon-square, W.C.1. 5.30 p.m. 

TimBeR BUILDING MANUFACTURERS’ ASSOCIATION 
(Great Britain, Ltd.). Inaugural meeting of 
London and Southern Counties Regional Group. 
11.15 a.m. Luncheon, 12.45 p.m. Dorchester 
Hotel, W.1. 





Friday, October 20. 


Arcuitects’ Reaistration Councit. Quarterly 
meeting. 66, Portland-place, W.1. 2 p.m. 
InsTITUTION OF MEcHANICAL ENGINEERS. Address 


by Dr. H. R. Ricardo (President) on “ Applied 


Research.” Storey’s-gate, S.W.1. 5.30 p.m. 
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Valuer to London County Council. 

CoNnsEQUENT on the death of Mr. Her- 
bert Westwood, London County Council 
is to advertise for applications for the 
appointment of Valuer to the Council. 
The scale of salary is £2,500, rising by 
£250 biennially to £3,000. The appoint- 
ment will be a permanent one. The post 
of Assistant Chief Engineer falls vacant 
on December 4, on the retirement of Col. 
K. T. Lomas. This post is also to be 
advertised. The scale of salary is £1,800, 
rising by £100 annually to £2,000 per 
annum. 


Design in Everyday Things. 
Sm Tuomas Bartow, Director-General 
of Civilian Clothing, has announced that 


the Government is to set up a new body, | 


one of whose functions will be the im- 
provement of industrial design. 

In the past, said Sir Thomas, industry 
did not get the designers it deserved be- 
cause it had not given reasonable pros- 
pects and security, and it would never. get 
genuine improvement in design until it 
did. There was a limit to the number of 
designers who could be absorbed in in- 
dustry and the distributive trades, and, 
so far as the Royal College of Art was 
concerned, entry into it should be made 
very difficult, and high and exacting stan- 
dards should be set. 


Housing Architect to be Appointed. 

Hertrorp R.D.C. invite architects to 
submit their names for appointment as 
architect for the Council’s post-war 
housing schemes. Applications, giving 
particulars of qualifications, experience, 
and housing schemes carri out (if 
possible accompanied by photos and plans), 
should be submitted by October 27 to Mr. 
E. A. Williams, Deputy Clerk, 20, Castle- 
street, Hertford. 


Appointments. 

Mr. J. F. C. Sotomon, City Estate and 
Property Surveyor to Newcastle-on-Tyne 
City Council for 20 years, has been 
appointed County Land Agent to Essex 
County Council. : 

Mr. James D. Carrns has retired from 
the post of Architectural Adviser to the 
Scottish Education Department, and the 
post has been taken over as from Octo- 
ber 1 by Mr. Jamns F. Forp, L.R.1-B.A., 
F.R.1.A.8., of Edinburgh. 

Wolverhampton ‘Town Council have 
appointed Mr. E. Berry Wesser, 
A.R.1.B.A., to advise on layout plans pre- 
pared by the Borough Engineer for a pro- 
posed Civic Centre and the desirability 
of the removal of St. Peter’s School in 
connection with the development of an 
educational precinct. 

Huddersfield Corporation Finance 
Committee have appointed Mr. Haroip 
Nourratt, A.R.IB.A., of Eastbourne, 
Borough Architect and Town Planning 
Officer, at a salary of £1,000 per annum. 


Professional Announcement. 

Masor T. S. Darsysnire, F.R.1.B.A., 
has been released from the Army and has 
returned to architectural practice with his 
firm, Messrs. Yates, Cook and Darbyshire, 
43, Great Marlborough-street, W.1. Among 
other works, he is engaged on the erection 
of a large factory. 


From The Builder of 1844 
Saturday, October 12, 1844. Price 3d. 
Current Prices or Woop AND MEtats. 
Deals, Gefle, 14 ft. Sin. by Qin., £29- 
£31. : 

Copper, sheet, per lb., 93d.—9$d. 

Iron, British bars, per ton, £5 i5s.—<£6. 

Lead, sheet, milled, per ton, £17 10s. 

Tin, ingots, per cwt., £3 12s. 
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“POST-WAR BUILDING PRACTICE ”’ 


In our leading article under this,title on August 4, we made certain criticisms of the comments by a Committee of the 

L.M.B.A. on the report of the recent Ministry of Works Mission to the United States. In acknowledging the criticism the 

President of the L.M.B.A. promised that the Committee would consider our leading article and would reply to it in due 
course. We have now received from Mr. H. C. Harland the following statement :— 


In acknowledging your leading article of August 4, 1 
replied that the L.M.B.A. would examine it in detail and 
in the spirit in which it was written. This has been done. 

We should like to emphasise that our report dealt only 
with matterg contained in the report of the Mission to the 
U.S.A. It did not profess to cover ground which the 
original report did not cover. Upon our published report 
itself we have an explanation to offer. The version we sent 
to you was, out of regard for your precious space, a drasti- 
cally reduced edition of what was a very long and very 
detailed analysis. In the cutting it was unfortunately not 
made as clear as it might have been that the arguments 
we used were put forward as a basis for discussion with the 
various other bodies interested. In our full report these 
arguments were elaborated, and it is clear now that the 
exclusion of some of these points lays the condensed report 
open to the unwitting misinterpretation you put on parts 
of it. 

The first misinterpretation arose in regard to the increas- 
ing percentage for alterations once the works are in hand. 
‘The fuller report makes it clear that it was not proposed 
to increase quantity surveyors’ fees, but that the builder’s 
prices should be increased by certain percentages in respect 
of alterations made once the work wag in hand. 

You further suggest the probable reaction of the opera- 
tives to the advice you presumed we were giving them in 
regard to output. It should be made clear that this was 
not advice to the operatives, but was advice to the builder 
how to deal with his. operatives through personnel manage- 
ment in order to secure keener interest on their part. The 
object which we have in mind in increasing output is not 
to increase the profits to the builder or the income to the 
operatives, but mainly to reduce the high cost of building. 

As for the client, we, of course, agree with you that if 
he chooses to act against his own interests no power on 
earth can stop him, but, in view of the charges levelled 
against the industry for high cost of building, we suggest 
that as a deterrent to the client it should be made clear 
to him what it costs to change his mind. The fact, of 
course, is that, contrary to what the article says, the client 
does not recognise how much these alterations cost, and 
doeg not, in fact, pay for the disorganisation due to them, 
thereby bringing discredit on the industry in charges of 
lack of organisation. If the principles set out by the 
L.M.B.A, regarding the early preparation of essential de- 
tails were properly carried out and adopted universally, it 
would not put the architect or the quantity surveyor in 
any invidious position and would result generally in quicker 
and cheaper building. We emphasise that unless the cur- 
rent, practice is considerably improved the builder will con- 
tinue to find it impossible to organise his work for speed 
and economy. 

In another paragraph of the article you refer to. the manu- 
facture of a car or other machinery, and, whilst we regard 
this as an unfair simile, because building work is unlike 
all other industrial activities in that rarely are two jobs 
found to be alike, it reinforces the point we have just made. 
No car manufacturer would or could allow his organisation 
to be disrupted without making it clear to his customer 
that the extra cost entailed must be paid for, which cost 
might be prohibitive. Clearly the building industry could 
not be carried on quite on these lines, but the example 
emphasises the need for the settlement of all details before 
the work begins, which would result in better organisation 
and quicker and cheaper construction. 

We do not seek to avoid the wider issues raised by your 
article, though these were not dealt with in the report of 
the Mission; our committee has examined them, too. Would 
that we could put our hands on our hearts and say that 
every builder is impeccable, that he always has the latest 
technical knowledge at his finger-tips, that the quality of 
his work is always beyond question, that never is the finan- 
cial aspect allowed to interfere with quality, and that the 
architect, can always rely on the builder working to the 
specification without supervision. That, Sir, is what by 
implication you demand and we are seeking to secure. The 
scheme for the qualitative registration of builders, per- 


missive at first but statutory after a period, on which our 
National Federation is working, is one step in this direc- 
tion. Its purpose is to keep out the intruder who sees in 
the circumstances of the times the chance of a quick profit 
and who cares nothing for the industry which he seeks to 
exploit. The establishment of the National Housebuilders’ 
Registration Council, with its guarantee of workmanship, is 
another such step. A third is the growing interest through- 
out the industry in improved training of the builder, his 
technical staff and apprentices, and, as you know, we hope 
to establish before very long a Chair of Building at Cam- 
bridge. 

To sum up, the important lesson to be learned from the 
report of the Mission to America is that the essential for 
building work is, first, that the client shall know what he 
wants; secondly, that the architect shall interpret this in 
technical terms and shall settle finally all the material de- 
tails; thirdly, that the quantity surveyor shall next provide 
the basis for pricing, so that, fourthly, the builder can do 
the job then at a fair cost and with reasonable speed. The 
purpose of our report was to find out what we could do to 
achieve these ends, and to suggest points for discussion 
with other associations and institutions along these lines in 
the interests of the building public in facing the huge tasks 
lying ahead of our industry. 








A CORBELLED STAIRCASE, PATRINGTON CHURCH, 
YORKS. 


DRAWN BY MR. GEORGE PACE, A.R.I.B.A. 
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A NEW GUY’S HOSPITAL 
ALNER W. HALL, F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT 


A SCHEME FOR THE REPLANNING AND 
rebuilding of Guy’s Hospital, shown on the 
accompanying illustrations of a model, has 
been prepared by Mr. Alner W. Hall, 
F.R.1.B.A. The following notes are pro- 
vided by the architect : 

The old hospital buildings, Guy’s House 
especially, have been severely damaged 
by enemy action, and, in the immediate 
neighbourhood to the east of the existing 
hospital site, much property which be- 
longs te the hospital has nearly all been 
completely demolished and the sites 
-cleared. 

When I received instructions to prepare 
certain diagram plans for the Governors, 
it was made clear to me that the first 
‘thing to do was to determine the size, 
‘shape and position of any new site which 
might be required for the new buildings 
the Governors had in mind to build. I 
was given a mass of information setting 
‘out the broad principles I was to work to, 
‘and, generally, a free hand to work out 
first a site area and then a diagrammatic 
‘block plan. This information indicated 
roughly, a group of buildings which could 
‘be divided as follows :— 

(1) A Central Administration Block, 

(2) A Surgical Block, for some 605 beds. 

(3) A Residents’ and Students’ College, 
for some 150 persons. 

(4) A Dental Block for some 400 
‘students. 

In my first approach to the problem, it 
was clear that it divided itself into two: 
{a) What the size, shape and position of 
tthe site was to be; (b) How to place the 
various buildings on that site when deter- 
mined, 

After studying the L.C.C. replanning 
proposals, I considered that the most suit- 
able area for the new hospital site would 
be to the east of Great Maze Pond, and 
‘was strengthened in this view by the fact 
that so much of this property was already 
owned by the hospital. I noted that the 
general trend of the site was to run from 
north to south, with the short axis run- 
ning east to west, and, if the suggested 
site is accepted by the authorities, it will 
give nearly 7 acres for development. 

A study of the Governors’ requirements 
for the Surgical Block—perhaps the most 
important of the four groups—indicated 
that, in addition to the 605 beds asked for, 
14 operating theatres were required. 


These have to face north, and. therefore 


were earmarked as being planned along 
the short east to west axis. This led to 
the planning of the main wards on the 
long, or north to south, axis, and as this 
means the sunny aspect for the wards, 
the block began to take shape. In the 
memorandum dealing with the Surgical 
Block, the Governors laid it down that 
a sister’s unit should consist of 25 beds, 
having 20 beds in one large ward and 5 
single-bed wards attached, together with 
all the usual ancillary offices. Each large 
ward was to have an open balcony and 
each sister’s unit a day room. 

The next step was to find a common 
unit which could be used throughout the 
plan, After careful consideration, 10 ft. 
was taken as this unit; for this reason, 
the centres of beds in all large wards 
was, by agreement with the medical staff, 
settled at 10 ft. There have. to be 
sixteen 20-bed wards, and these, there- 
fore, will be some 100 ft. long and 30 ft. 
wide, the wards being planned on the 
normal pavilion type. The site was 
divided into 10-ft. squares, with construc- 
tional steelwork set out at 20-ft. centres, 
and the plan gradually built up from these 
dimensions. Fach floor takes 100 beds (25 
a sister’s unit) on each arm of the long 
axis on either side of the main staircases 
and lifts, with space left in the centre for 
research rooms and other adjuncts. The 
fourteen theatres are isposed as 
follows :— 

Across the centre block on the short 
axis, on the eighth floor, six general 
theatres in pairs, with their sterilising 
rooms and adjuncts; on the seventh floor, 
six theatres for specialists, with their 
sterilising rooms and adjuncts ; the remain- 
ing two theatres are each on their respec- 
tive floors for maternity and gynecology. 

With the length of building required 
for the six theatres, three sterilising rooms, 
staircases and lifts at each end of the 
short axis, a site width could be deter- 
mined. . The site length would be deter- 
mined by the new roads, as indicated in 
the London County Council’s layout. This 


briefly indicates the diagrammatic plan-_ 


ning and placing of the Surgical Block. 

It is proposed to place the new Ad- 
ministration Block very nearly exactly on 
the site of Guy’s House, with certain 
modifications. The main features, such as 
the courtyard and the,colonnade, are to 
be retained or, rather, repeated, but the 


levels brought nearer to those of the court: 
yard and the park. The Court Room is 
suggested as being on the first floor to 
the south and looking over the park. 

With regard to the third group of 
buildings—the Residents’ and Students’ 
College—as yet no: detailed plans have 
been prepared, but the scheme indicates 
a possible position as being a continua- 
tion of the Administration Block on the 
St. Thomas’s-street facade, and linked to 
it by the Great Arch which spans the new 
private road. The building will contain 
some 300 to 400 rooms, some as bed-sitting 
rooms, others as bedroom and _ sitting- 
rooms, with suites of flats for resident 
medical staff. There will also be large 
rooms for dining, recreational and stud 
purposes, and, perhaps, a swimming bat 
and underground garage. : 

The private road will run, roughly, on 
a curve parallel to, but a little further east 
of, Great Maze Pond. From this road 
access will be possible to all other parts 
of the hospital site. At the Great Arch 
there will be one central control to the 
hospital buildings. 

his leaves for consideration the last 
of the four main groups of buildings—the 
Dental School. in it was thought that 
this unit should be in direct touch with 
the Medical Block (Hunt’s House), the 
new Surgical Block and the Out-patients’ 
Department, the southern end of the new 
site offered the best opportunity of pro- 
viding this combined connection. ere is 
an added advantage in this site, as a full 
north aspect can be made available for 
all the big rooms. 

Neither the planning, nor the placing 
of any of the groups is finally determined. 
It may be that, after fuller and more de- 
tailed discussions, many changes will have 
to be made in the layout. 

With regard to external treatment and 
the architecture of the scheme, I feel that 
much, if not all, the success of this treat- 
ment will depend on the massing of the 
groups with a gradual building up of the 
heights to the two great staircases and lift 
towers at the ends of the short axis and 
in the centres of the long fagades. On the 
St. Thomas’s-street front, the success of 
the grouping will depend largely on the 
treatment of the central feature, with the 
Great Arch as the deciding factor. The 
general architectural treatment and mate- 
rials to be used have vet to be decided. 
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VIEW LOOKING NORTHWARDS UP THE PRIVATE ROAD. 


MODEL OF PROPOSED NEW GUY’S HOSPITAL. 
ALNER W. HALL, F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT. 
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THE GAR DE'N COURT WEST FRONT 


THE GARDEN COURT: WEST FRONT 





THE GARDEN COURT : SOUTH FRONT. 


STUDENTS’ UNION 
FOR THE 


UNIVERSITY OF DURHAM 
E. VINCENT HARRIS, R.A, ARCHITECT 


THIS BUILDING HAS BEEN DESIGNED FOR THE 
purpose of the social life of the students at the 
University of Durham... It provides rooms for 
debating and reading, a café and’a Moot hall 
which will be used for plays and general dis- 





cussions. The planning problem was an interesting 
one from an architect’s point of view on account 
of the varying levels of the site. . Our illustrations 
show the main elevation to Palace Green and the 
two elevations within the Garden Court, facing 
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south and west respectively. In the small 
elevational drawing is shown the new building 
in relationship to the existing Divinity House and 
the Library. The elevational treatment, which 
will be executed in random stonework, is scholarly 
dignified and collegiate in character. The build- 
ing should harmonise well with the Divinity House 
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and the Library. The outbreak of war stopped 
building operations which were about to commence, 
but it is hoped, the structure being of an educa- 
cational character, that permission may be 
obtained to begin building operations as early as 
possible at the termination of the war. Mr. 
E. Vincent Harris, R.A., is the architect. 
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GROUND-FLOOR PLAN. 





STUDENTS’ UNION FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF DURHAM. 
E. VINCENT HARRIS, R.A., ARCHITECT. 
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HOUSING AND PLANNING 


BILLS BEFORE 


TEMPORARY HOUSES. 


Tue Housing (Temporary Accommoda- 
tion) Bill has been read a second time in 
the House of Lords. During the debate 
Lorp LarHam said that the Portal house, 
viewed aS an emergency house, was not 
an alternative to permanent popeings the 
alternative was between temporary houses 
and no houses at all, or of overcrowded 
conditions in apartments. So long as 
houses were temporary and did not result 
in reduction in permanent housing, they 
should be approved. This appeared to 
him, however, to be a national job arising 
out of the war and should be dealt with 
accordingly. These temporary houses 
would not reduce the obligations on local 
authorities to provide permanent houses. 
The need for the Portal houses had been 
greatly increased in London and other 
towns owing to the damage done by 
enemy air attacks. It was unfair that 
because those places had been in the front 
ling they should have to bear an addi- 
tional charge in respect of each temporary 
house they had to provide. He urged the 
Government to consider again whether 


any excess cost due to the high price of © 
land should not be borne wholly by the : | 
Government, or that there should be a|| 
authorities | Ra 
whether their areas had been blitzed or i> 


charge on _ local 
not, 

Lorp Batrour or BuriercH feared that 
the Portal house might turn out to be 
another of those short cuts which in the 


4 end would prove the longest way round. 


He wondered if the choice was not be- 
tween a temporary prefabricated dwelling 
and a permanent prefabricated factory- 
made dwelling. It would be better if the 


} energy of this campaign could be thrown 


into the production of permanent factory- 
made houses to supplement houses erected 
by ordinary methods. 

Tue Earu or Duptey pointed out that 
the problem of armament production had 


| been solved remarkably successfully and 


quickly by up-to-date scientific and. mass 
production methods. He was quite sure 
that the same success could be obtained 
in the sphere of housing if it was tackled 
in a spirit of real determination by the 
same methods. But the first essential 
was to have the right plan, and he was 
not satisfied that the Minister had got it. 
The Minister’s mind, he said, was work- 
ing too much on temporary houses as 
such. He would like to see the Minister’s 
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mind working much more in terms of an 
emergency house which could become a 
permanent home. He was convinced that 
the problem could be solved much more 
rapidly by permanent prefabricated houses 
rather than by temporary bungalows. 
These bungalows were almost bound to 
contribute to another slum problem, and, 
as they were far too small, they would 
create overcrowded conditions. If it was 
inevitable that British families must live 
in sub-standard conditions he would 
rather see the provision of larger numbers 
of two-storeyed standard houses of about 
1,200 sq. ft. more or less built under quick 
erection methods, and licensed for an 
emergency period to take a family on each 
floor, and which could be rapidly con- 
verted back into four-bedroom houses for 
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FIRST-FLOOR PLAN. 
STUDENTS’ UNION FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF DURHAM. 


_ many months in advance. 
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one family at the end of the emergency 
period. 

Lorp Porat, the Minister of Works, 
replying to the debate, said that the view 
of the Government was that they must 
get the maximum number of houses. He 
claimed that the Portal house saved man- 
hours, as compared with other types. 
During the interregnum period all forms 
of labour must be mobilised in the in- 
terests of house building. The more they 
could get new standards for aiding the 
building of permanent houses the better. 
The Bill was then read a second time. 


TOWN AND a ad PLANNING 

This Bill has had a somewhat slow pas- 
sage through Committee of the House of 
Commons, and, in the end, the Prime 
Minister had to. announce the temporary 
dropping of the Compensation Clauses 
(Clauses 45, 46 and 47), which form Part 
II of the Bill. There had been so much 
opposition to the Clauses that the passage 
of the Bill into law would have been 
seriously delayed had they been persisted 
in, and much greater progress may now be 
anticipated. Mr. Cuurcnit pointed out 
that the Government must have the Bill, 
and, even without the compensation 
clauses, the local authorities in the blitzed 
areas would be able to get on with their 
planning schemes, which had to be done 
In the mean- 
time, an endeavour would be made to re- 
draft the compensation clauses and em- 
body them in a new Bill, which, however, 
would have to be inseparably linked with 
the present one. He made a strong plea 
for national unity. 

Many Members, particularly on the 
Labour benches, objected to this proposal, 
and alleged that the Prime Minister was 
in the hands of ‘‘ reactionary vested in- 
terests,’” who had forced him to take this 
line. Mr. Sroxzs specially blamed the 
Property Owners’ Association. But the 
Government had their way, and the 
Ganding clauses were deleted from the 

ill. 


When the Committee stage was resumed 
on Monday, Mr. Atriez announced that 


' the Government had decided not to take 


the report and third reading of the Bill 
on Thursday and Friday of this week, as 
had been originally arranged, but to post- 
pone these final stages till next week, in 
the hope that some agreement might be 
reached. If agreement were reached, then 
the new compensation clauses would be 
embodied in this Bill, and there would be 
no need for a separate Bill to be intro- 
duced. 

After some further protests and debate, 
the two remaining clauses of Part IT, deal- 
ing with compensation—Clauses 46 and 47 
—were deleted. 

Earlier in the Committee stage, Mr. 
W. S. Morrison, the Minister of Town 
and Country Planning, had accepted a 
number of amendments, and had also 
given undertakings to satisfy critics. 

An interesting discussion took place on 
a series of amendments, moved by Mr. 

G to Clause 15, seeking to restrain 
a local authority from demolishing beau 
tiful or historic buildings unless satisfac- 
tory replanning of the area could not be 
achieved without their demolition. He 
said that Parliament had on many occa- 
sions shown its concern for the preserva- 
tion of such buildings, but there was no 
legislation making any provision for 
ascertaining what particular buildings 
should be regarded as worthy of preser- 
vation. One of the good things achieved 
in this war was that lists had been drawn 


up of buildings of historie and architec- 
tural importance. He referred to the list 
of buildings to be preserved, if possible, 
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in the County of London (that prepared 
by the L.C.C.) and elsewhere the list by 
anels of architects sponsored by the 
Ministry of Works. His amendments 
provided that fresh lists could be substi- 
tuted after consultation between the 
Minister and the local planning authority. 
Attempts at preservation in the past had 
been shipwrecked on the rock of conver- 
sation. Most local authorities could be 
expected to show a legitimate pride in the 
listed buildings in their possession. It 
was these buildings enshrining our his- 
tory which people from overseas came to 
see. Their-preservation would not only 
be good planning but also good business. 


Mr. H. G. Srravuss, the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Town and 
Country Planning, said that the spirit of 
the amendments met the desire of the 
Minister and himself. He congratulated 
Mr. Keeling on the support he had 
secured, and also spoke of the influential 
body of support which appeared in a letter 
to The Times from the R.I.B.A., the 
Council for the Preservation of Rural Eng- 
land, the Georgian Group, the National 
Buildings Record, the S.P.A.B., and the 
Town Planning Institute. The Govern- 
ment shared the view that some provision 
to achieve the aims of the amendments 
should be included in the Bill. He sug- 
gested that the amendments should be 
withdrawn in order that the wording 
might be considered before the Report 
stage and -the most appropriate place 
found for it in the Bill, probably by in- 
sertion in a single clause. He wanted 
planning authorities really to understand 
the nature of the beauty not only of indi- 
vidual buildings in English towns, but 
also of such important matters as streets. 

The amendments were by leave with- 
drawn. 

Mr. Keetine inquired what were the 
Government’s intentions in regard to 
National Trust land. He asked for an 
assurance that the Government would not 
give their assent to the acquisition of land 
and buildings held inalienably by the 
National Trust. The Council of the Trust 
did not lightly exercise its power to de- 
clare land and buildings in its possession 
nnalienable, and only did so when they 
were of exceptional beauty or historic 
interest. 

Mr. W. S. Morrison, the Minister, re- 
plied that Parliament had recognised in 
many statutes the special position of the 
National Trust and the great benefits 
which the public derived from the fact 
that properties were held inalienably by 
it. It would clearly be contrary to the 
wishes of Parliament and to the inten- 
tions of the donors if such properties were 
taken from the Trust. except in the case 
of overriding national requirement. He 
attached the greatest importance to the 
work of the National Trust. and no 
Minister of Town and Country Planning 
would lightly sanction the acquisition of 
such properties and would certainly never 
do ‘so without the fullest consultation 
with it. 

The view of the Government over the 
control of freeholds was explained by Mr. 
Morison in reply to questions and criti- 
cisms from several Members. He said 
that the provision in the Bill that the 
Minister should not give his consent to 
the sale by a planning authority of the 
freehold in any land or to a lease for more 
than 99 years, unless there were excep- 
tional circumstances, did not raise the 
genera] question of freehold as against 
leasehold. What they had to consider 


was whether it was wise and prudent, 
now that they were proposing to put a 
certain amount of land into public owner- 
ship by loca] authorities with the aid of 
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assistance from central funds, that that 
land should be readily and easily dis- 
posable as freehold property without any 
restrictions. They had to look ahead 
beyond present circumstances. There was 
no doubt that ownership by a planning 
authority of the freehold. did give it con- 
tro] over the future of its area for plan- 
ning purposes, which would not easily be 
done if it were immediately split up again 
into a number of individual freeholds. 
Years hence conditions would have 
changed and a new plan might be neces- 
sary. If land was split up into these 
numerous interests, with which they were 
finding it so difficult and expensive to deal, 
the same problem would occur. He 
asked the Committee to remember how 
much of the beauty of our towns, and of 
London in particular, was due to the 
leasehold system and the control of vast 
blocks of buildings by a single landlord. 
The beauty of the London squares, such 
of them as remained, was derived from the 
fact that they were in the ownership of 
a single person, that they were leased for 
the appropriate period of the life of the 
building. Social and political changes 
had resulted in the splitting of these 
squares into a number of small freeholds. 
The good planning of the London squares 
had not benefited from that process. 
Many of the disfigurements they lamented 
were due to the fact that the controlling 
hand had been removed. But for the 
exercise by great landlords in the past of 
ualities of taste and culture, protectin 

their property against commercialism a 
insisting on a standard of dignity and 
beauty, we should not be the possessors 
to-day of places like Bath, the London 
squares, and many other beauty spots. 


Nor should it be feared that a properly 
administered leasehold system was con- 
trary to the proper life of the community. 
A great deal of the commercial activity 
of the country was carried on on the 
leasehold — No doubt it could be 
abused. here could be building leases 
falling in and the landlord continuing to 
let out-moded and crumbling premises, 
maybe at an increased rent. But given 
the control he was asking for in the Bill 
for himself and his successors, he hoped 
the leasehold system would be well ad- 
ministered, and he saw no reason why 
leases should not be granted proportionate 
to the life-of the building, so that when 
they fell in the matter could be considered 
again. The leasehold system, properly 
administered, would make for unified 
planning control for the future, and, 
justly administered, it could assist private 
enterprise as efficiently as any other 
system of tenure. 

Before the Committee stage was con- 
cluded, prolonged discussion took place 
on a new clause to permit blitzed towns 
and cities to extend their boundaries, if 
necessary, in order to replan their future 
on wide lines. The ‘‘ Plymouth plan,’’ as 
it has come to be known, figured largely 
in the debate. Mr. W. S. Morrison, 
while not accepting the clause, promised to 

o into all the financial matters involved. 

e stated that, as a result of the discus- 
sions which the Minister of Health had 
had with ‘the representatives of local 
government relating to the adjustment of 
status, boundaries and areas, a White 
Paper would be laid before Parliament 
before Christmas, and legislation would be 
introduced on this subject next session. 

The Government accepted a new clause, 
moved by Capt. SrupHoLtme, with the 
object of giving increased powers to local 
authorities to protect buildings of archi- 
tectural or historic interest. 


Other news in Parliament appears on 
page 299. 
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THE LATE SIR SAMUEL 
JOSEPH, BT. 


Mr. H. C. Harwanp, President of the 
London Master Builders’ Association, 
writes :— 

In the untimely death of Sir Samuel 
Joseph on October 4 I feel that I have 
lost a real friend, and the building indus. 
try a great builder Sir Samuel Josep) 
was not only a leading figure in the build. 
ing industry, he took an intimate interest 
in all matters connected with our trade. 

During his year in the high office oj 
Lord Mayor of London I had the oppor- 
tunity of getting to know Sir Samuel 
Joseph more closely and personally thay 
I had known him before, and I greatly 
appreciated his genial manner and cor. 
diality every time I met him. 

On a notable occasion during his very 
busy year as Lord Mayor he came, with 
his Sheriffs, to speak to members of the 
London Master Builders’ Association, of 
which he was a member, and his generous 
words and wise counsel are well remem- 
bered by members of the Association. 
They came not only from a builder of note, 
but from a man who added lustre to the 
office he carried with such dignity and 
charm. Some of these words are worth 
recalling to-day. 

Referring to the City of London, he 
said: ‘‘Qur beloved City has suffered 
badly, but never before, even after the 
Great Fire of London, has such an oppor- 
tunity been given us to build afresh. 
Nothing shoddy, small or unimpressive 
should be permitted to mar its future 
beauty or importance. Let not the fear of 
expense halt us in attaining perfection. 
Throughout history money has invariably 
lessened in value, and capital expense, 
which may look excessive one day, is 
easily met thereafter. With this in mind, 
does it really matter if our replanning 
costs a few millions more or less? ”’ 

As the head of a firm which is highly 
respected in the building industry, Sir 
Samuel Joseph occupied a position of 
which he could be justly proud. Not 
only is his firm the loser by his untimely 
death in the prime of life, the whole oi 
the~building industry is the poorer for 
his passing. f 





Samuel George Joseph was born on 
August 15, 1888, younger son of Mr. A. 
Joseph, and was educated at the City of 
London School. Early in life he became 
interested in architecture and - building, 
and for some time he was a pupil of Pro- 
fessor Richardson, R.A. In_ business 
circles he was well known as the chair- 
man and managing director of Bovis, Ltd., 
which he founded with his cousin, Mr. 
Sidney Glyn; as an extraordinary director 
of the Scottish Equitable Life Assurance 
Society; and as an underwriting member 
of Lloyds. He took an active part in 
London local government, having been 
Mayor of Marylebone from 1928 to 1930 
and Lord Mayor of London in 1942-3. It 
was during his term of office as Lord 
Mayor that the Centenary of The Builder 
occurred, and Sir Samuel attended, in his 
official capacity, the celebration luncheon 
held on December 31, 1942, in Stationers’ 
Hall, and made a statesmanlike speech on 
the future of the industry, which was re- 
ported in our issue for January 8, 1943. 
He held pronounced views on the need for 
a wider education in building matters, and 
put these into practical effect by found- 
ing a school of building within his firm. 
He was knighted in 1934 after serving as 
Sheriff of the City of London. 

[Other notices will be found under “‘ Obituary ” 
on page 300. 
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REPAIR OF WAR DAMAGE 


REPORT BY INSTITUTE OF 
REGISTERED ARCHITECTS. 

Tus Policy Committee of the Institute 
of Registered Architects, having met and 
considered correspondence and _ various 
criticisms of the manner in which war- 


damaged premises are being repaired by 
local authorities, reached several con- 
clusions and made _ recommendations 


which it is hoped may be of some 
assistance in this difficult problem. It 
was felt that a résumé of the existing 
arrangements, with details of alleged de- 
fects, must form part of any report, to be 
followed by constructive and practical 
gestions, which they consider will re- 
it in the co-ordination, supervision and, 
important, acceleration of repair 
works. The Report has been submitted 
to Sir Malcolm Trustram Eve, Lord 
Woolton’s Chief of Staff for the repair of 
London’s damaged houses. Following is a 
résumé of the Report :— 

The Existing Arrangements.—These are 
based on the formation of Builders’ Pools 
under the direction and control of local 
authorities. These, in their original form, 
comprised a small proportion of local 
builders who allocated a part of their staff 
to the work, retaining control and direc- 
tion, With the advent of the flying bomb 
and resultant extensive damage, the Pools 
were developed so as to embrace all build- 
ing firms in the area. Men were directed 
from firm to firm or district to district 
and came under the control and direction 
of the local authority. Thus it came 
about that building contractors lost that 
control and direction which alone ensures 
efficiency in any business, and especially 
in the building trade. Even more serious 
is the fact that local authorities have had 
imposed upon them a task for which they 
are not equipped to direct or possess the 
experience to control. 

It is appreciated that consequent upon 
the extensive damage extreme measures 
were necessary to enable protective tem- 
porary or first-aid repairs to be effected, 
but it is thought in the light of experience 
the system employed has not been satis- 
factory. 

Alleged Defects in Above.—(1) Inso- 
far as first-aid repairs are concerned, it 
is hoped that these are now generally ap- 
proaching completion. It is, however, 
considered that the absence of proper 
direction and control inherent in the 
system of ‘‘the Pool” affected these 
works. For example, in some areas large 
gangs were engaged upon pulling down 
and clearing when their activities might 
have been directed to salvage of materials 
for first-aid and generally assisting in that 
work. Except for rescue work and clear- 
ing of roads, demolition should be de- 
ferred, 

(2) A local authority, having estab- 
lished its Pool, retains control and the 
labour force after the urgent need has 
been met. For example, whilst in some 
areas first-aid repairs still remain a serious 
problem, other more fortunate authorities 
are actually seeking for properties upon 
which to employ craftsmen, and are now 
engaged on final reinstatement and even 
decorative work. 

A specific instance may be given here of 
where a local authority asked an 
architect for the specification he had pre- 
pared for repair of war damage which 
occurred early this year, the licence for 
which had been revoked by the Ministry 
of Works, as they wished to carry out 
the works. Similar cases can be cited. 

(3) Second stage and permanent repairs 
are executed in such a manner as not to 


su 
su. 
most 


constitute reinstatement, with the result 
that owners are claiming their right under 
the War Damage Act to have reinstate- 
ment executed at a later date. This will 
result in the works being paid for twice. 

(4) The absence of a proper specification 
of repair or even a schedule of work re- 
tards the works and increases costs. 

(5) Building contractors are unable to 
direct the labour and works in a proper 
manner, with similar results. Cases have 
been brought to our notice where two or 
three different contractors have worked in 
the same house in one week. 

(6) The payment on ‘“‘cost plus” 
should not apply after first-aid has been 
completed. There is no reason to co- 
ordinate works under this system, and the 
more men a contractor has the larger his 
profit, irrespective of the output. 

(7) The requirements of the War 
om Commission are in the main dis- 
regarded, and owners are prevented from 
exercising their rights under the Act. 

(8) Where. owners have instructed 
architects or surveyors to survey and re- 
port on damage the value of the services 
is nullified and they are important to assist 
except to note the deficiencies of works 
being executed. 

(9) It does not leave a margin of labour 
for the repair of shops, business premises 
and factories. This is a constant source 
of complaint. 


Suggestions and Recommendations.— 
1. A reasonable percentage of Jabour 
should be left in the hands of local builders 
for first-aid repairs and maintenance. 

2. That the quantum of local labour re- 
tained in the local authority Pools should 
be adjusted from time to time in the light 
of immediate requirements for first-aid re- 
pairs, etc. 

3. When first-aid repairs have been 
completed a further percentage of local 
labour should be freed to permit of owners 
themselves making arrangements for 
secondary repairs or reinstatement. Im- 
ported labour not to be affected. 

4. It is appreciated that in the case of 
smaller properties it may be desirable for 
local authorities to proceed at once with 
secondary repairs, but in each case there 
should be prepared a specification or 
schedule of the works to be done for the 
guidance of the builder. 

Owners should, however, be permitted 
and even encouraged to make their own 
arrangements under the War Damage Act 
for secondary repairs and reinstatement. 
This would be possible if No. 3 is accepted 
and the local authority relieved from much 
of the work. 

5. There should be made, as soon as 
possible, an inspection or survey of the 
damaged properties in order that an accu- 
rate appraisal of the work to be done is 
available, for we are of the opinion that 
published statistics do not provide a true 
picture, in that houses are included as 
damaged on several occasions as separate 
properties. 

6. Secondary repairs and reinstatement 
should be divided into areas and definite 
houses allocated to each contractor, who 
would be responsible to control his labour 
and provide the necessary materials. 

Payment should be on the basis of a 
schedule of prices for measured work. 
This would be relatively simple in the case 
of most suburban houses which have suf- 
fered most. 

7. Each area should be placed under the 
control of an architect or surveyor, who 
would be responsible to the local autho- 
rity but would be given full authority to 
prepare specifications, supervise and 
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measure works, and finally certify the 
accounts for payment, 

By this arrangement an architect or 
surveyor would be enabled to assist part- 
time whilst continuing his private prac- 
tice. It should be noted that the Festi. 
tute has received replies from some 80 
members in the London region alone who 
would be willing to undertake this work, 
and others have expressed themselves as 
ready to do so in conjunction with their 
normal practice. Members in other 
affected areas will be similarly invited to 
assist if this suggestion is adopted. 

In making its suggestions and recom- 
mendations, the Policy Committee directed 
themselves to a consideration of the afore- 
mentioned deficiencies in the present 
arrangements, and were unanimous in the 
opinion that so long as the local authori- 
ties accepted and exercised absolute re- 
sponsibility for the repair of war damage, 
with its ancillary monopoly of all build- 
ing contractors, there must remain in the 

ublic mind a sense of grievance and 
rustration. Further, the building indus- 
try, with all its experience of controlling 
and directing repair work, is to some ex- 
tent handicapped by interference with its 
normal functions. 

The architectural and surveying pro- 
fessions who desire to assist in this work, 
either through local authorities or on be- 
half of their clients, are frustrated in 
every direction. 

Finally, the accepted procedure for the 
repair of damage as envisaged by the War 
Damage Acts, and as laid down by the 
Commission, should be encouraged and 
made possible at the earliest moment. 

It is in the light of these considerations 
that the foregoing recommendations and 
suggestions are submitted for Sir Malcolm’s 
consideration. 


A PLAN FOR LEWES 


Lewes, the county centre for East 
Sussex, owes its importance in medieval 
times mainly to its strategical position 
astride the narrow gap which the River 
Ouse had cut through the South Downs 
between the Weald and the Channel. The 
castle hill juts out into this gap and domi- 
nates the valley both to the north and 
south, while just to the east, trade utilises 
the river as a port, though most of this 
activity has now been transferred to New- 


ven. 

The very hilly site and the narrow 
streets of the medieval plan renders its 
adaptation to modern conditions a very 
difficult problem, further complicated by 
the junction of five branches of the 
Southern Railway at this point. The 
badly needed remodelling of the general 
road system, which, of course, could only 
be planned in conjunction with the East 
Sussex County Council, has not been en- 
visaged in a report just issued,* with the 
exception of one scheme for the duplica- 
tion of the narrow High Street south of 
the castle keep. 

Apart from this reservation, the report 
covers many important requirements as 
regards housing, sanitation, allotments, 
street lighting, and social services in 
general, together with specific recommen- 
dations for a community hall, car-parks, 
a public abattoir, a new swimming-bath, 
additional recreation grounds, with other 
minor propositions aimed at the welfare 
of the increasing population of the 
borough. It seems to be felt that the 
proposals cover all that is financially prac- 
ticable on a ten-years’ basis, with the aid 
of the support for housing indicated by 
the M.o.H. 

*The Borough of Lewes—First_ Report on 
Post-War Development. The Town Clerk, 
Council Offices. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


(Whilst we are glad to publish letters on profes- 
sional and other matters of interest to our readers, 
it must be understood that we do not necessaril; 
endorse the remarks of correspondents, who will 
oblige us if they will express their views as briefiy 
as possible.) 


Prime Cost and Provisional Sums. 
To tHe Epitor or The Builder. 

Sm,—In view of the correspondence 
which you have recently published on the 
subject of the distinction between the 
terms ‘‘ Prime Cost’’ and ‘‘ Provisional 
Sums,” the Quantity Surveyors’ Com- 
mittee of the Chartered Surveyors’ Insti- 
tution has authorised me to write ta you 
on the matter. 

The correspondence in question shows 
some divergence of view, and it is the 
desire of the Committee to state that the 
definition of the terms must depend upon 
the wording of the contract, or, in the 
absence of a definition in the contract, of 
the wording in the bill of quantities. If 
the wording of these documents is clear, 
no question of customary practice arises., 

Some contracts, it is true, are not free 
from ambiguities, but the Form CCC/ 
Works/1, now in general use for Govern- 
ment work, may be quoted as one which 
is precise in this respect, and, in the 
opinion of the Committee, is in conformity 
with good practice. Clause 38 of this 
Contract Form states: ‘‘The words 
‘ Prime Cost’ or the initials ‘ P.C.’ applied 
. . . to materials to be supplied or work 
to be executed by Sub-Contractors, 
Specialists, or others shall mean. . .” 

It is customary for the architect or en- 
gineer in a contract to reserve to himself 
the right to appoint either (a) a ‘‘ nomi- 
nated supplier’’ for specialist goods, or 
(b) a ‘‘nominated sub-contractor,’ to 
execute specialist work on the site. Such 
items of work are specially designated, 
and both classes should be included in 
the contract as prime-cost sums, whether 
they occur as a single p.c. item, as a 
stated number of items at p.c. so much 
each, or as a sum covering the execution 
of a heating installation, electrical instal- 
lation, or similar work. 

These are all p.c. items or p.c. sums. 
The architect or engineer instructs the 
contractor as to the price payable, and it 
is this sum which the contractor pays 
(subject only to a cash discount where 
applicable) that is the actual prime cost 
to the contractor. It is important that 
the contract should be clear with regard 
to cash discounts on p.c. sums. 

The term “‘ provisional sum’”’ should be 
confined to those sums which are included 
in a bill of quantities for the purpose of 
covering work for which detailed informa- 
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tion cannot be obtained at the time the 
bill of quantities is prepared. 
E. H. Patmer, 
Honorary Secretary, Quantity 
Surveyors’ Committee, C.8.1. 
Westminster, 8.W.1. 


‘* Two Stage ’’ Houses. 
To tHe Evrror or Zhe Builder. 

Sm,—‘‘ Duplex”? and the ‘‘ Two 
stage ’’ houses appeal to all those who 
either dislike the idea of temporary pre- 
fabricated houses or who cannot pany 2 
lack of space provide two sites, one for 
the temporary and one for the permanent 
housing schemes, with all the accompany- 
ing waste. 

Phe problem naturally has many solu- 
tions each of which will possess features 
peculiar to itself. The accompanying 
sketch plan shows a solution of the problem 
with its distinct features. 

Thought has been given to the recom- 
mendations embodied in the recently com- 
piled Codes of Practice, and if hollow 
walls are used throughout, including the 
party wall, it will be seen that the only 
real connection, other than wall ties, 
between the two houses of a pair is the 
outer skin of the cavity wall, giving the 
maximum help towards avoidance of noise 
transmission from one house to the other. 
The position of the chimney breasts in 
kitchen and. living-room not only obviates 
one of the principal forms of noise annoy- 
ance but allows a twin-fired back-to-back 
grate with boiler to be installed equally 
well with any type of cooking and heating 
stove. + 

All walls on the ground floor, which, of 
course, forms the first house in bungalow 
style, are weight-carrying, thus allowing 
ordinary floor joists with trimming for 
stairs to be put in with the first stage, and 
these will support the boarded and felted 
temporary roof, they being ceiled in the 
normal way. This does not preclude the 
possibility of incorporating the Reinforced 
Concrete Umbrella idea into the design, 
where large numbers are to be built on 
one site. 

As in the ‘‘ Two-stage ’’ house, it will be 
possible to complete the first floor during 
the occupation of the bungalow with no 
more inconvenience than dust and noise. 
It is proposed that the bath and the sink 
with draining boards should be placed 
(not fixed) in the kitchen during the first 
stage, which will allow hot water to be 
taken to them partly by the pipes which 
will be used in the ultimate scheme and 
partly by temporary pipes _ easily 
removable. In the second stage, the wastes 
can discharge into a temporary channel 
leading to the permanent drainage, so that 
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disturbance in the kitchen will be moving 
these fittings out and making good two 
holes in the wall and two in the ceiling; 
the temporary channel can be removed 
when the site is tidied up. 

The cupboard at the entrance will in 
the second stage be refixed beside the 
staircase and the temporary larder becomes 
the cupboard on the landing; the building- 
in of the staircase, forming the scullery or 
wash-place and larder is the only real 
semua to the bungalow, and as in 
the ‘‘ Two-stage ’’ house effects one room 
only. With careful planning this could be 
accomplished in a very short time. As 
recommendations have been made that 
more careful planning of detail is necessary 
before building is commenced, in this type 
of housing details can be so arranged in 
the initial stages that all services can be 
incorporated in such a way that what few 
alterations are necessary are simple in 
character and easily effected without 
alteration to the structure. The temporary 
roofing of the bungalow can be accom- 
plished with the minimum waste of mate- 
rial and allow the first floor to be com- 
pleted with little interference until the 
final phase of joining it up by means of the 
staircase. 

This design can only be built in pairs 
and not in terraces, as could the ‘‘ Two- 
stage ’’ houses, but this in some circum- 
stances may not be a disadvantage. Built- 
in fittings, furniture, etc., have been 
omitted from the sketch plan in order that 
the essential structure and the effect of 
* sween? > construction can be easily 
appreciated. The dimensions are purposely 
left out because there is a considerable 
latitude in the possible dimensions without 
upsetting the plan. 

Atwyne Turton, A.R.I.B.A. 

Cowden, Kent. 


“Vacancies for Architects.” 
To THe Eprror or The Builder. 

Sm,—‘“‘ Lancastrian’s’’ letter in your 
issue of September 29 would seem to con- 
demn all younger men solely because of 
their youth. 

I believe that as soon as conditions per- 
mit, before any candidate is admitted to 
the Register of Architects, it will be neces- 
sary for the candidate to prove that he has 
had at least two years’ professional ex- 
perience in addition to his having passed 
through an approved course of examina- 
tions. 

If younger men are to be excluded from 
all public appointments I suggest that it 
will be a Mt d sorry prospect. for the pro- 
fession. Perhaps there would have been 
more Wrens had other men had Wren’s 
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Some Defects in Small House Design. 
To tHe Eprror or 7'he Builder. 

Str,—Housing has been a lifetime 
hobby of mine, and it appals me to think 
that after five years defeating the Hun we 
are going to give our heroes houses of pre- 
fabricated tin. ‘‘ Peaceful England” re- 
quires something better. 

There are other things that require 
attention besides glazed washable walls 
and ceili (which, by the way, will be 
cheaper than the plastered wall). For 
instance: (1) Draughty houses; (2) fire- 
places in the wrong 3 (3) the need 
to plan so that each faving sooth may get 
the sun at some time of day. 

No. 1 may be cured by omitting the 
rate’ playground, i.e., the ventilated floor, 
and putting solid waterproofed cement 
floors, on which linoleum or carpet may 
be put with equanimity. This is done on 

es at a 50 per cent. saving. In 
addition, I would ‘‘ pinch ” the Ameri 
idea of keeping the doors § in. off the floor 
and fixing a §in. feathered strip on the 
concrete floor. The doors would fit better 
over the floor covering. 

No. 2.—Why do architects put fire- 
places facing the door? Surely they 
should be at, the same side gs the daor, 
then one might be able to dodge the 
oe between the door and the chimney- 

ue. 

No. 3.—Twenty years ago I built some 
semi-detached houses which appeared to be 
the same design from the front, but I 
altered all the planning to catch the sun 
as the aspect changed. ’ 

Leamington Spa. T. W. Battey. 


Houses to Let: Cost of Repairs. 
To tHE Eprror or The Builder. 


Sm,—In view of the fact that the build- 
ing of houses to let is going to have more 
support in the post-war period from the 
building societies, it would be an advan- 
tage to most*builders if they could obtain 
in advance an idea of the yearly cost of 
repairs to these houses. They would then 
be able to fix a fair rent to cover these 
unavoidable charges. Most builders who 
have up to now built houses for sale 
only can have had little opportunity to 
collect enough information on this point 
to satisfy themselves on what amount to 
allow for repairs and external renova- 
tions. RonatD WALKER. 

Huddersfield. 


M.o.W. Demonstration Houses. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 
Sir,—T he Builder of September 29 pub- 
lishes plans of proposed houses. Are the 
Government going to allow builders to 
carry out work in accordance with these 
plans? The building industry has been 
tied hand and foot for five years, and there 
is no sign of the Government releasing it. 
A carpenter and joiner who has worked 
for us for years, whose only trouble was 
not having sufficient work, has been 
drafted to the Ministry of Works. In 
London four days’ work amounted to 
fixing one striking-plate on a door jamb. 
Work is needed, not speeches, reports and 
sops to the incompetent. 
Exmouth. G. J. ABett. 


Conway Bridge and By-pass. 
To THE Eprror or The Builder. 
Srr,—It surprises me that Mr. Swarbrick 
upholds the Ministry of War Transport 
project in suggesting that it forms an 
admirable solution to the problem. The 
general feeling seems to be very much 
against tampering with the existing 
bridge and the environment of the 
“curtain wall’’ in any way. In a recent 
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correspondence on the subject in the 
Liverpool Daily Post, 90 per cent. were 
in favour of by-passing the town alto- 
gether. Mrs. Joan Wilson’s letter in The 
Builder for September 22 suggests this 
alternative. Why it is necessary that a 
great modern motor highway must pene- 
trate any part of Conway beats my com- 
prehension. Mr. Swarbrick’s argument 
that by using the ‘‘ curtain wall’’ align- 
ment for the new by-pass the inhabitants 
of this ancient town would be relieved of 
the distracting noises from the rumble of 
heavy tractors and tanks is very weak. 
Such noise-making disturbances would be 
heard by the people living far inside the 
walled enclosure, which is a_ logical 
reason why the town should be “ by- 
passed ’’ altogether. 

The buildings aligning the ‘curtain 
wall ’’ may not present great architectural 
value, some may possess none. Yet some- 
how they seem to form part of the atmo- 
sphere of Conway. To clear them away 
and substitute a modern sea-wall of con- 
crete would be nothing more than sheer 
vandalism. Blackpool had its beginning in 
this manner. Are we going to allow this 
gem of Edwardian splendour to be trans- 
formed into a miniature Blackpool? 

Southport. Gorpon Hem. 


Bills of Quantities in Post-War 
Operations. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 

Sm,—The Quantity Surveyors’ Com- 
mittee of the Chartered Surveyors’ Institu- 
tion has prepared an, admirable report 
couched in the briefest form on the use of 
bills of quantities in post-war operations 
which clearly indicates the advantages of 
contracts based on bills of quantities over 
other forms of contract. [This is repro- 
duced on p. 298.—Ep.]. Certain types of 
work do exist where the use of bills of 
quantities is not always practicable, such 
as small jobbing and repair work, but for 
proposed post-war general building work 
there seems to be no reason why accurate 
bills of quantities should not be used 
without exception. 

To prepare an accurate bill of quantities 
the requirements of the building owner 
must be fully determined, through the 
medium of the architect’s drawings, and 
possibly the specification. If a project is 
envisaged by the owner, there is every 
reason why it should receive detailed con- 
sideration before tenders are called for 
from contractors,so that by the time actual 
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building operations commence the scheme 
is complete in its entirety. The bills of 
quantities will then ‘‘ fully, completely and 
accurately represent the work to be con- 
tracted for.”’ 

It is often argued that to achieve that 
ideal would take too much time. That 
point of view is a fallacy of the most harm- 
ful kind, as the extra time taken in plan- 
ning and in the preparation of contract 
documents will be more than offset by the 
contractor’s ability to organise his job with 
complete co-ordination between himseli 
and sub-contractors and specialists, so that 
the time taken to build is considerably 
reduced. 

Time is not the only consideration. The 
more important one is cost; and there is 
little doubt that if a contractor realises 
that the scheme is complete to the last 
detail before he tenders (and an experi- 
enced estimator can ascertain that by a 
cursory glance at the drawings available 
for inspection during the tendering period). 
he will tender more keenly than he would 
if certain items were left undecided and he 
found it necessary to ‘‘ cover himself ”’ for 
items which, although obscure, must be 
allowed for in the tender, for anticipated 
loss of time in waiting for details during 
the building period, and for the extra time 
he may have to wait for final payment 
after the completion of the work due to 
the necessity of either preparing a com- 
plicated variation account, or measurement 
of the work complete where a schedule 
contract is employed. F f 

The object of writing this letter is not 
so much to uphold the necessity for the 
preparation of accurate bills of quantities 
for post-war building work, the advantages 
of which are well known to architects and 
contractors alike, but to stress the need for 
the building owner to be educated and 
made aware of the various stages through 
which a project must pass before he can 
take over the completed building. This 
can only be done if the quantity surveyor 
and, after his tender has been accepted, 
the contractor, as well as the architect, 
obtain personal contact with the building 
owner as a combined team with one object 
in mind, i.e., the completion of a good job 
in the shortest possible time. 

H. E. Townsenp, P.A.S.I. 


Stoke-on-Trent. 


Rebuilding Bombed Churches. 
To rae Eprror or The Builder. 

Sm,—With the end of the war in sight, 
planning for the rebuilding of our bombed 
towns has begun. May I suggest that all 
ecclesiastical authorities should be 
approached with a view to arranging that 
the planning of local churches should, as 
far as possible, go to local architects? 

Not only is this in fairness to local 
architects, who are part and parcel of the 
towns, but it would have a great influence 
on our future architects, who would be 
assistants and pupils of such men. 

Across the road from Swansea parish 
church there was (or perhaps still is) a 
full-size wood carving of a devil over- 
looking the church. Whether it be true 
or not I do not know, but it was said 
that this devil was placed in that posi- 
tion by a local architect because the re- 
building of the church was given to an 
outside architect. If this is true, some 
one held the same view as myself half a 
century or so previously. — 

Open competitions are fair enough, and 
I realise that some architects ren in 
ecclesiastical work, but only by a wide 
distribution of architectural work can the 
potential specialist be discovered. 

Scotland. R. W. Jonzs. 
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BUILDING AND QUANTITY ali parties, this method can be relied upon should be one of the principal aims of the 
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that some are unsuitable or unnecessary A bill of quantities (subject only to 


minor variations) is suitable for conditions 
where the building owner can fully deter- 
mine his requirements and desires a firm 
competitive tender for the work before 
authorising it. 

The value of the bill of quantities as come 
pared with alternatives can be understood 
when it is realised that’ in no other case 
can one document serve all of the follow- 
ing purposes :— 

(1) To advise the contractor as to his 
responsibilities and risks ; 

(2) to analyse the total quantity . of 
labour and material required for the opera- 
tion in agreed units of measurement and 
description and so enable the contractor to 
determine the prices he will apply to the 
units of construction necessary and _ to 
arrive at his tender ; 

(3) to offer a common basis for competi- 
tion between contractors ; 

(4) to give to the building owner a close 


for post-war operations, and the relative 

value of the alternatives. 
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To SummaRiseE: The committee are of 
opinion :— i 

1. That the bill of quantities will be the 
best basis for competitive tendering in 
post-war operations when the full par- 
ticulars necessary are forthcoming and that 
in peace-time with foresight this should be 
of general occurrence. 

2. That when the particulars available 
are less full though sufficient to provide the 
minimum standard laid down, the approxi- 
mate bill of quantities will provide many 
of the advantages of the bill of quantities. 

3. That the schedule of prices prepared 
and priced ad hoc is suitable where the 
conditions are such as to be inadequate for 
the use of quantities. Competition on this 
basis is not desirable. 

4, That the prime cost system with fixed 
fee is suitable for the conditions outlined, 
but it is essential that both parties should 
have full confidence in each other. 


SuPERSTRUCTURE FOR  WorkKING-Cxiass 
Hovszs. 

The committee are at present in negotia- 
tion with the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers on the prepara- 
tion of a simplified bill of quantities for 
the superstructures of working-class 
houses. 


IN PARLIAMENT 


No Ministry of Housing. 

Mr. Erskine Hitt asked the Prime 
Minister whether, in view of the urgency 
of the housing situation, he would set up 
a separate Ministry of Housing so as to 
accelerate the solution of the problem. 

MR. CHURCHILL: No, sir. Progress with 
this all-important task would not be made 
any easier if a new Ministry were to be 


set up. 
Mk. ERSKINE HILL: Does not the Prime 
Minister think that a_ considerable 


amount of delay is caused by the number 
of Ministries which are involved in this 
subject ? 

R. CHURCHILL: I am certainly not 
anxious to multiply the number of 
Ministries in existence more than is abso- 
lutely necessary, and I am of opinion 
that the machinery which is now at work 
is discharging its functions with a very 
considerable degree of smoothness. 

Sir H. WittiaMs: Would the Prime 
Minister not consider asking the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Department of 
Overseas Trade to take this job on, as he 
has no other occupation at present? 

Mk. Motson : Since the Ministry of Re- 
construction has been entrusted with the 
co-ordination of the work of the various 
departments for the emergency sheltering 
of Londoners, will the Prime Minister 
consider entrusting him also with the 
co-ordination of all existing departments 
dealing with the whole of the housing 
problem ? 

Mr. CHURCHILL: Yes, sir; housing 
matters become of the very first urgency 
after the war. We will take the best 
measures possible. 


Labour Supply and Post-War Plans. 

Mr. Coxecate asked the Minister of 
Labour whether, in view of the changing 
circumstances of the war against Germany 
and the,serious housing position, he was 
now prepared to release more labour for 
the building trade, and for the brick, 
cement and other industries supplying 
materials essential for house building. 

Mer. Bevin said it was the intention of 
the Government, after the end of 
European hostilities, to augment as 
rapidly as possible the labour force of 
the building industry and of industries 
which produced materials required for 
building. In the meantime, with a view 
to the special problem of bomb dama 


repair work in London, considerable 
numbers of skilled building trade 
workers had been and were being 


temporarily released from the Forces for 
this work and steps were being taken to 
bring back to the building industry 
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skilled craftsmen who were now employed 
in other industries and to made addi- 
tional labour available for the production 
of certain materials much in demand fer 
repair work. 

R. CoLeGaTeE: Does my right hon. 
friend realise that one of the reasons for 
the slow start in building houses after the 
last war was that the building materials 
industries had not been got going in time, 
and will he bear that in mind? 

Mr. Bevin: During this war practically 
all the brickworks and building material 
operators have been kept on a care and 
maintenance basis, so that immediately 
the chance comes to give them labour 
they can start off immediately. 


Small- and Medium-sized Builders. 

S1r WALDRON SMITHERS asked the Minis- 
ter of Health whether the smaller- and 
medium-sized builders would be offered 
the opportunity of tendering for recon- 
struction and post-war ae | contracts. 

Mr. WILLINK: Yes, sir. mall- and 
medium-sized builders will certainly have 
an opportunity of tendering for contracts 
for post-war housing schemes or for the 
helene of houses destroyed by the 
enemy which are carried out by local 
authorities. 

Mr. CravEN-ELtis asked the Minister of 
Health if the building materials which 
would be available after the war would be 
at the disposal of the small- and medium- 
sized builders on equal conditions with 
local authorities, in both cases required 
for house beg j 

Mr. WintInK: The answer is Yes, sir,”’ 
as regards approved schemes. , 

Str IrnvInG ALBERY asked the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Works what supply of building labour it 
is estimated would be available to deal 
with works to be executed under private 
arrangements, such as war damage 
Tepairs, rebuilding and conversion, after 
providing the necessary labour force for 
the Government’s building programme. 

Mr. Hicks said that the number of 
building and civil engineering operatives 
available at September 1, 1944, for work 
other than Government new work and 
Maintenance was estimated to have been 
about 215,000. It was hoped that this 
number would be increased by the end of 
the year. A large proportion of these 
men were, of course, employed on war- 
damage repairs to houses carried out by 
local authorities. 
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Mr. W. J. Brown asked the Minister of 
Labour whether, in view of the alarming 
conditions created by the shortage otf 
housing accommodation and the impor- 
tance of houses, either permanent or 
temporary, being available for the men 
and women who would be discharged and 
demobilised from the Forces, he was 
taking steps to secure the immediate with- 
drawal from the Forces of all building 
trades operatives whose services as build- 
ing trades workers were no} required in 
the Forces. 

Mr. Bevin: No, sir. It would not be 
practicable, at the present stage of the 
war, to secure the wholesale temporary 
release of building trade workers from the 
Forces for the purpose of building new 
houses, but they have been and are being 
released in considerable numbers for 
urgent work on house repairs. 


War Damage Accounts. 

Sik LeonakD LYLE asked the Secretary 
to the Liege uinge d what was the average 
time taken by the War Damage Commis- 
sion in settling the accounts of builders, 
especially those in a small way of busi- 
ness, for emergency repair work carried 
out on buildings damaged by flying 
bombs. 

-Mr. ASSHETON: I assume my hon. 
friend is referring to private claims made 
direct to the War Damage Commission. 
No separate information is available as 
to the average time taken to settle claims 
for repairs of fly-bomb damage. I under- 
stand that before fly-bombs started the 
average time taken in settling cost of 
works claims, small and large, was 4-5 
weeks. Small claims were on average 
settled within a fortnight of receipt. 
Individual claims might, of course, be 
outstanding for a longer time for a 
variety of reasons. The additional 
burden on the War Damage Commission 
involved in handling the great. numbers 
of notifications of damage temporarily 
slowed up the speed with which claims 
were handled, but the position is now 
generally returning to normal. Indeed, 
if all builders co-operate by tendering 
their accounts in accordance with the 
Commission’s pamphlet ROD.1, recently 
agreed with their representatives, a still 
further improvement may be hoped for. 

Mr. W. J. Brown asked the Minister 
of Health if he would state the total 
number of dwellings in the London Civil 
Defence region which, as a result of the 
flying bomb attack, were destroyed, or so 
badly damaged as to need demolition; 
seriously damaged and not habitable; 
seriously damaged but inhabited; and 
less seriously damaged, respectively. 

Mr. WILLINK said. that the revised 
figures just received from local authori- 
ties indicated that the number of houses 
destroyed or damaged beyond repair was 
25,511, the number seriously damaged 
and not habitable 52,277, those seriously 
damaged but habitable 77,030, and those 
less seriously damaged 873,177. 137,645 
houses still needed -further repairs 
beyond the initial first-aid repairs which 
they had already received by the date 
mentioned, and of these, work was in 
hand on 15,912. 


Temporary Houses. 

Mr, James Ho1tins asked the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Works what building labour was needed 
for the erection of the Portal house; how 
many man-hours were required to com- 
plete one house with all fittings ready for 
occupation; whether any independent 
evidence had been obtained from con- 
tracting firms to support these estimates; 
and whether the building trade associa- 
tions of employers and operatives had 
endorsed such figures. 

Mr. Hicks said that normal building 
labour would be employed on the erec- 
tion of the pressed steel bungalow. The 
number of man-hours required to com- 
plete one bungalow ready for occupation 
was estimated at 570, of which 220 is for 
the erection and fitting of the bungalow 
and the balance for foundations and all 
services. The figure for erection was 
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based upon the experience of the erection 
of the several prototypes, and the balance 
on normal building experience and 
practice. i 

Maz. W. Epwarps asked the Parliamen- 
tary Secretary to the Ministry. of Works 
what arrangements had been made for 
the production of the Portal house. 

Mr. Hicks said. that arrangements 
could not be made for the bulk produc- 
tion of pressed steel temporary bungalows 
until approval had been given to the 
Housing (Temporary Accommodation) 
Bill. . Certain jigs and tools had been 
ordered in anticipation of this approval. 
As already announced, the main contracts 
would be placed by the Ministry of 
Supply. 


Permanent Houses, 

siz C. Epwarps asked the Minister of 
Health how many requests he had re- 
ceived from local authorities for per- 
mission to build permanent houses in 
preference to accepting the temporary 
ones; what was his reply; and would he 
state the terms on which permanent 
houses could be built and the amount 
of subsidy per house which was to be 
paid. ; 

Mr. WILLINK said that so far as he 
was aware, none of the selected local 
authorities who were asked whether they 
wished to apply for an allocation of tem- 
porary houses had asked as an alterna- 
tive to increase its short-term programme 
of permanent houses. But he could not 
increase the allocation of building labour 
which would be the limiting factor in 
the programme of permanent houses to 
a particular authority on the grounds 
that it did not wish to apply for tem- 
porary. dwellings. He was not yet in a 
position to make any statement as to 
the amount of post-war subsidies for 
permanent houses. 


Bomb-Damaged Houses. 

Mr. Cotman asked the Minister of 
Health if he could state the average 
number of bomb-damaged houses in the 
Greater London area which had been re- 
paired in such a way as to be made 
habitable for each of the weeks com- 
mencing August 28. F 

Mr. WILLINK said that during Septem- 
ber an average of 22,500 houses per week 
received preliminary first-aid repairs to 
roofs and windows to make them wind 
and water-tight. Further jwork, where 
labour was available, was done to an 
average of 35,000 houses per week to 
make them less uncomfortable. 

Lapy Apstey asked the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer whether he was aware 
that the amounts offered-by the War 
Damage Commission to owners of bombed 
property were inadequate to meet the re- 
quirements of the present day in respect 
of rebuilding; and whether the Com- 
mission had any power to increase 
amounts in special cases of hardship. 

Str J. ANDERSON said he assumed the 
noble lady was referring not to cost of 
works cases—in which the actual cur- 
rent reasonable cost of reinstatement 
was paid—but to value payment cases. 
The value payment prescribed in the 
War Damage Act was not related to 
building costs, but, roughly speaking, 
was the difference, calculated at March, 
1939, values, between the market value 
of the property before the war damage 
and the market value after the war dam- 
age. The letter accompanying the Com- 
missioner’s provisional estimates invited 
claimants who did not agree with the 
amount estimated to give reasons for 
their view and any special features which, 
in their opinion, affected the valua- 
tion. The answer to the last part of the 
question was in the negative, but Section 
11 of.the Act empowered an increase in 
the amount of value payments, at the 
time when payments came to be made, 
if circumstances arising since March 26, 
1941, which was the date of the original 


War Damage Act, were found to justify 


such increase. 
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‘THE BUILDER” 
PRICES AND WAGES. 


Until further notice and in order to 
devote more space to news, The Builder 
copyright ‘‘ Prices Current of Materials’’ 
and Rates of Wages will be given in the 
first issue of each month only. Current 
changes will be given weekly as they occur. 


CURRENT CHANGES. 


Linseed Oil advances in price—Raw, 
by 8d. to 7s, 8d. per gallon, and 
Boiled, by 8d. to 8s. 











THE TECHNICAL CIVIL 
SERVICE 


POST-WAR RECONSTRUCTION. 


Tue Institution of Professional Civil 
Servants has issued two pamphlets, one 
entitled ‘‘ Post-War Reconstruction,’’ and 
the other ‘‘ Post-War Reconstruction of 
the Technical Civil Service.” The first 
pamphlet gives in detail the proposals of 
the Institution for the post-war reconstruc- 
tion of the professional, scientific, and 
technical Civil Service, and the second is 
a summary of the detailed proposals of the 
first pamphlet. i 

The Institution, which has a member- 
ship of over 30,000, represents the profes- 
sional, scientific, and technical classes in 
the Civil Service. At the present time, 
we are informed, these officers are graded 
on a haphazard basis, and comprise more 
than 500 grades. The Institution proposes 
that the multiplicity of grades should be 
abolished and in their place three main 
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classes should be introduced, on the lines 
of the non-technical classes. In 1920 the 
non-technical classes were in very much the 
same position as the professional classes 
are yore but by the reorganisation re. 
port of that year they were welded into 
three main classes—namely, administrative, 
executive, and clerical. The professional 
and scientific civil servants have up to the 
present been the ‘‘ Cinderellas”? of the 
Civil Service, as regards both status and 
remuneration, and it has taken a war to 
obtain any recognition of the valuable 
service which they render to the com. 
munity. The Institution now proposes 
that these services should be recognised by 
a proper classification of the technical 
Civil Service and improved status and re- 
muneration, as it is of the opinion that it 
is only by this method that the Civil 
Service will attract to, and retain in, its 
service officers with the requisite calibre 
and qualifications. 


OBITUARY 


John Cresswell, F.R.1.B.A. 


We regret to record the death of Mr. 
John Cresswell, F.R.I.B.A, of Grimsby, at 
the age of 87. Among his work was the 
nurses’ hostel at the hospital, and he was 
responsible for a good deal of Corporation 
work, including some of the houses built 
at Nunsthorpe after the last war. 


F. B. Hobbs, F.R.1.B.A. 


We regret to record the death of Mr. 
Frederick Brice Hobbs, F.R.I.B.A., of 
Waterloo, Liverpool, in his 82nd year. 

Mr. Hobbs, who was one of the oldest 
members of the Liverpool Architectural 
Society, was joint architect of the Mersey 
Docks and Harbour Offices, Liverpool, the 
Blue Coat Hospital, and Colonial House, 
Liverpool, acting through his firm, then 
known as Hobbs, Thornely, Briggs and 
Wolstenholme. 


D. Robertson, F.R.I.B.A, 


We regret to record the death, on Sep- 
tember 16, after a short illness, of Mr. 
David Robertson, F.R.I.B.A., of Ken- 


sington. 


C. W. Yelf. 

Mr. Cecil W. Yelf, of Norwich, a partner 
in the firm of Messrs. Edward Boardman 
and Sons, architects, died on Octob2r 2, 
at the age of 76. He had been associated 
with the firm for 56 years. He was an 
associate member of the Norfolk and Nor- 
wich Association of Architects. 


Sir Thomas Miller-Jones. 


Sir Thomas Miller-Jones, chairman of 
Thomas Hill-Jones, Ltd., and Frazzi, 
Ltd., has died at his home, Mayes Park, 
Warnham, Horsham. Born in 1874 and 
knighted in 1937, Sir Thomas was a man 
Through Frazzi, Ltd., 
he was closely concerned with the build- 
ing industry, but his life work was in 
the chemical manufacturing business of 
Thomas Hill-Jones, Ltd. He was also a 
member of the London Hospital House 
Committee and of the Grand Council of 
the Federation of British Industries. His 
strong and generous personality gave him 
a wide circle of friends, to whom his 
death will be a deep logs. 


W. T. Setchell. 


The death is announced, at the age of 
72, on September 3, of Mr. William 
Thomas. Setchell, managing director of the 
Old Delabole Slate Co., Ltd., North Corn- 
wall. Going in 1920 to Cornwall from 
cashire, he had been man- 
aging director since 1925, and took a lead- 
ing part in all the affairs of the district. 
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HEATING INSTALLATIONS 
TRENDS IN DESIGN. 

A meetine of the Institution of Heating 
and Ventilatin Paginas was held at the 
Institution 0 echanical Engineers, 
§.W.1, on September 20. Dr. Oscar Faber 
(President) was in the chair, and an 
address was given by Prorgessor ALFRED 
Ecerton entitled ‘‘ Trends in the Design 
of Heating Installations.” 

The paper was a lengthy one, but among 
other things the lecturer said that about 
half the coal burned in this country was 
used for domestic purposes, half of this 
again being used for hot water and cooking 
requirements. We consumed Jess coal per 
person than the United States, but more 
than Germany, but in both these countries 
the standard of heating was higher than 
here. The efficiency of our heating appli- 
ances should be improved so as to reduce 
the consumption of coal, and at the same 
time raise the standard of heating; and to 
this end heating engineers should collabo- 
rate with architects and housing authori- 
ties. At present, plans were made in re- 
gard to housing schemes without indica- 
tion of the effect on the arrangements for 
providing heat. For example, the floor 
area of the small three-bedroomed house 
was to be increased, and this would mean 
an increase in the aggregate space heatin 
requirements. Moreover, heating shoul 
be thought of not only in relation to new 
buildings, but aiso in relation to the 
modernisation of old ones, In our existing 
12,000,000 dwellings it was estimated there 
were in potential use 8,000,000 open fires, 
3,000,000 combination grates—back to 
back, side-oven and over-oven—2,000,000 
ranges and 3,000,000 coppers, Whatever 
might be done about the future, time must 
elapse before the old appliances in old 
houses were replaced by modern ones, 

What were the desirable living condi- 
tions in the small house? Measurements 
indicated that English people sitting at rest 
in their indoor clothing were comfortable 
at a temperature of about 65 deg. Fahr., 
but the house should not be kept-through- 
out at this temperature. In kitchens or 


utility rooms where active ~ work 
was going on 65 deg. Fahr. would 
be too high, and in_ bedrooms it 


was not required during the greater part 
of the 24 hours. The prevailing conditions 
of over-heated kitchen-living-room frigid 
in the morning, and icy upstairs rooms 
were not comfortable. The aim should be 
to improve the standard of comfort without 
getting people too used to warmth through 
over-heating. The right principle seemed 
to be to provide background heat insuffi 
cient for sedentary comfort, and then to 
up when and where comfort was desired. 
Throughout the house the background 
temperature should be sufficient to main- 
tain it dry and to enable it to be easily 
brought to a reasonably comfortable con- 
dition by the provision of extra heat. 
Professor Egerton considered that the 
living-room should be at a temperature of 
65 deg. Fahr. for nine and a half hours 
spread over three periods, and 55 deg. 
Fahr. for six hours in two periods. The 
hall should be at 55 deg. Fahr. for 155 
hours and the bathroom at 60 deg. Fahr. 
for half an hour. As to hot water, for a 
small house with two adults and two 
children, there should be provided 250 
gallons per week at 140 deg. Fahr., which 
would allow of one full bath per day of 
the week. The temperature suggested was 
suitable: for washing up, etc. Opinions 
differed as to the size of the storage tank : 
some thought a small one economical, but 
others considered it should not be of less 
than 35-40 gallons. capacity. Small or 
large it should be very well lagged. As 
to cooking, in the family house cooking 
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arrangements for six people should be pro- 
vided so that visitors could be entertained. 
The appliances should be easily cleanable. 
There should be a warm, but not hot, cup- 
board in which to keep linen, and a well- 
ventilated cupboard in which clothes could 
be dried. parestively, the arrangements 
for drying clothes or linen in the utility 
room should be so placed that warm air 
could circulate over them and when 
charged with moisture be led away out of 
the house. 

A point that had been much neglected 
was the lining of rooms to improve insula- 
tion. In past times this purpose had been 
served by tapestry and panelling; and ex- 
periments should now be made to find a 
material for lining which should have low 
heat capacity, be non-conducting, have a 
pleasant appearance, be washable and easy 
to apply. Plaster finishes were about as 
bad as could be from most points of view. 
Wood was good; it could be a thin fire- 
proof veneer. 

The heat requirements of a house were 
partly dependant on its siting and its lati- 
tude; in the north of this country the heat 
required might be 20 per cent. greater 
than in a southern district. | Exposure 
might make 10 or 15 per cent. difference. 
Orientation was sy ge south-facing 
rooms might require from 10 to 20 per cent. 
less heat than north-facing ones. The 
architectural form of the house could help 
its heating; for instance, reduction of the 
window area on the north and increase 
on the south side. An old sailor in Devon- 
shire who built a house for himself, threw 
out two bay windows on the ground floor 
and put a roof across the space between 
them to make a low verandah. Thus he 
made a cosy suntrap. The heating arrange. 
ments should not need more than the 
minimum number of appliances and flues. 
Hot-water plumbing should be conveni- 
ently disposed, The building should be 
regarded as a heat-using machine, and 
suitable modifications ads in the design 
accordingly. 

Heating the Small House. 

Various methods of getting heat in the. 
small house were discussed by the lecturer 
from the point of view of economy in the 
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use of coal for continuous heating. He 
said ; (1) Stoves and methods of central 
heating and the flueless gas heater gave 
fairly high efficiencies ; c closable fires, 
small coke-fired boilers and gas fires came 
in an intermediate position ; while (3) open 
fires and electric stoves came in the lowest 
category. An accompanying table giving 
figures for the coal needed to give one 
therm of useful heat, put district heating 
at the top and ran down through anthra- 
cite stove, gas boiler, coke boiler and open 
coal fire to the electric fire. The figures, 
he said, summarised the national aspect of 
the economy of fuel consumption for domes- 
tic heating in the present state of techno- 
logy; and our aim should be to use 
methods for background warmth which 
were capable of giving efficiencies of 50 per 
cent. or better—i.e., about 15 lb. of coal 
per therm, and to top up by methods 
which were easily controllable and had as 
high an efficiency as possible. What was 
wanted was the continuous delivery of a 
small amount of heat to get houses off the 
chill while an intermittent supply of heat 
was provided to bring them up to comfort 
when required. 

Of the open fire the lecturer said it was 
not a house-heating appliance, but a room 
warmer and ventilator. It should be re- 
garded as a luxury. But there was now 
a body of knowledge about the design of 
open fires which might have some effect 
in their being used more efficiently. In all 
cold countries the closed stove was the 
method of heating most used. The semi- 
closed or openable fire was a type of appli- 
ance now undergoing considerable improve- 
ment. It was continuous burning. it 
could be arranged to provide convected 
heat like a closed stove, or it could be 
opened - When opened up it gave a 
sight of the fire and increased the combus- 
tion rate. Thus background heat and top- 
ping up could be got from the one pins - 
ance, It was important that such stoves 
should be arranged for a low combustion 
rate—as for a closed stove—of about 4 lb. 
or 4 lb. of coal per hour, and combustion 
should be maintainable during 10 hours 
continuously. Therefore, the stove must 
be carefully .made with well-machined 
surfaces to the doors and fitments. 

Of combination appliances replacing the 
kitchen range, Professor Egerton | the 
introduction of all three purposes—space 
heating, cooking and providing hot water 
—into one appliance was open to some 
difficulty, particularly as cooking was a 
service which might be required at the 
same time as space heating, but very effi- 
cient appliances could be designed for two 
purposes—i.e., water heating with either 
cooking or space heating. The latest 
designs of lightly insulated cookers and 
water heaters were of great importance. 
The most rational method of heating a 
house was by central heating. It should 
be suitably controlled to prevent over- 
heating. If used as a means of getting 
background warmth, little heat was needed 
from other sources to top up to comfort 
temperature. There was much scope for 
the development of small, efficient, conve- 
nient and easily installed central heating 
boilers which would only require attention 
once in 12 hours.. In small houses, central 
heating systems ought to be arranged to 
supply hot: water for household purposes. 

In a discussion that followed, a point 
was raised as to cost. A local authority 
building a house in accordance with the 
requirements of the Ministry of Health 
was only allowed to spend a very small 
amount on heating appliances. There 
——_ to be a linkage between the Ministry 
of Fuel and the Ministry of Health so that 
no house might be built which did not meet 
the requirements of both Ministries. Pro- 
fessor Egerton agreed. 
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MESSAGE TO MEMBERS FROM THE 
PRESIDENT. 


Tuis year, instead of the half-yearly 
report which is usually made to the 
Summer General aoening of the National 
Federation of Building es Employers, 
the President, Mr. J. G. Gray, has sent to 
every member a message, not merely as an 
account of past events, but, more especi- 
ally, as an introduction to ‘things to 
come.”’ 

We take the following extracts from the 
message :— 

Bumpine Costs.—The Federation was 
glad to receive an invitation to present to 
a Sub-Committee of the Select Committee 
on National Expenditure its views om the 
causes of the rise in building costs since 
the outbreak of war. These views are 
necessarily confidential until the Select 
Committee has reported to the House of 
Commons on this question, which is of 
fundamental importance for the future of 
the industry. 

NEGOTIATIONS WITH Operatives.—The 
vital importance of reducing building costs 
has been constantly emphasised by the 
Federation’s representatives in the nego- 
tiations which are now proceeding for the 
establishment of a guaranteed week in the 
building industry. The negotiations have 
not been free from difficulty. A request 
for an increase in the standard rates of 
wages has also been made by the opera- 
tives, and joint informal discussions on this 
_and other questions are proceeding. Both 
sides of the Joint Committee are desirous 
of maintaining the status of the building 
trade operative provided that ways and 
means can be found of improving output. 

Repations witH Proressionat Bopres. 
—We have recently established even closer 
relations with the R.I.B.A. and with the 
Chartered Surveyors’ Institution by the 
establishment of Joint Consultative or 
Liaison Committees. Hitherto our con- 
tacts with these bodies have been limited 
mainly to the negotiation of Forms of Con- 
tract and the settlement of the Standard 
Method of Measurement respectively. The 
new Committees give an opportunity of 
discussing matters of more general interest 
on @ wider basis. 

Crarr Activities. — One __ recently 
appointed Committee which has been doing 
valuable work is the Joinery Committee 
of the National Federation, under the 
Chairmanship of Mr. Norman Longley. 
This Committee represents the interests 
of builders who manufacture joinery, as 
well as the interests of members of the 
Federation who are joinery manufacturers. 
The Federation is represented on the 
Joinery Industry Reconstruction Com- 
mittee which is now preparing a report for 
the Board of Trade. 

I should like to mention also another 
new departure, namely, the establishment 
of a Joint Committee between the National 
Plasterers’ Section of this Federation and 
the National Association of Operative 
Plasterers. I am quite sure that this de- 
velopment will be to the advantage of 
the plastering craft. 

FEDERATION REORGANISATION.—What are 
we doing as a Federation to fit our organi- 
sation to serve the interests of building 
trades employers in the strenuous days 
ahead? The development of the Federa- 
tion over the past 70 years gives us con- 
fidence that the difficulties which at 
present seem to impede the formation of a 
strong united Federation will eventually 
be overcome. The problem, as you know, 
is twofold. It is generally recognised that 
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the Federation must be strongly and effec- 
tively organised and administered and 
that it should cater within its ranks for 
all employers of building trade labour, 
whatever their size and in whatever sec- 
tion of the industry they may be primarily 
interested. There must, at, the same time, 
be full opportunity for maintaining and 
strengthening local interest and activity 
and for the various sectional or craft 
interests to express themselves in an 
organised and res ible way on our 
National Executive Council. To secure this 
our present organisation, well as it has 
served in the past, must be both broadened 
and strengthened to enable it to deal 
speedily and effectively with the problems 
which face our industry. 

The Reorganisation Committee, which, 
under the chairmanship. of our immediate 
Past-President, Mr. Leslie Wallis, is 
responsible for making recommendations 
on these matters to the Executive Council, 
is now actively engaged in drafting 
detailed proposals. I would like to appeal 
in advance to all our members to consider 
the Committee’s proposals, when they are 
generally circulated, from the point of 
view of the wider interests of building 
employers as a whole. We cannot afford 
to be parochial or to allow our decisions 
to be based on local or sectional 
prejudices. The underlying industrial and 
political trends of the period through 
which we are living forbid it. The funda- 
mental interests of all employers of building 
trade labour are the same. There can be 
no assured prosperity without the orderly 
progress that can be achieved only with a 
fully integrated National Federation for 
the whole industry. 
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BOOK REVIEW 


The Practical Builder. Edited by R 
Greenhalgh. Pp. 448, with over 500 
specially drawn diagrams and photo. 
graphs. Odhams Press, Ltd. 9s. 6d, 
net. 

This book provides, at a comparatively 
low price, a large amount of up-to-date 
information on building construction and 
building practice. Considering war-time 
restrictions on publishing, it is. well pro- 
duced and is pomerousty illustrated, the 
14 plates of craftsmen’s tools being especi. 
ally good. It is the work of thirteen col- 
laborators, but has been carefully edited, 
so that there is little overlapping. The first 
eight chapters may be oan to cover the 
field of construction, and are followed by 
two cbegrees dealing in general with mate. 
rials and tools." Then comes a sound chap. 
ter on draughtsmanship, three more on 
business and legal aspects of building, and 
finally a rather unexpected trio dealing 
respectively with ‘‘ Technical Training,” 
“Science and Building,” and “‘ Building 
and Architecture.’’ In this respect the 
volume differs from the ordinary manual 
of building construction, but doubtless the 
topics added may be of interest to many 
readers, even if the treatment be some- 
what superficial. 

There is, however, a much more funda- 
mental difference between this book &nd 
its predecessors in the field of building 


construction proper : instead of dealing suc. 
cessively with the various trades (brick- 
laying, carpentry, plumbing, painting, 


etc.), the treatment is by function rather 
than by single crafts. Thus there are 
chapters on walls, floors and roofs; fol- 
lowed by others on joinery, ‘services,”’ 
and painting, while ‘‘ mechanics’? has a 
chapter to itself. This is a bold inno- 
vation which has been expected for some 
time, and readers will differ in their views 
as to whether it is a complete success— 
for example, the description of brick 
cavity walls is meagre compared with the 
space devoted to solid walls, the section on 
plastering is a trifle sketchy, and there is 
very little about steel windows or 
“trim ’’—but taken as a whole it is a 
step in the right direction. 44 s. B 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


CARFIN.—Plans prepared for extensions, for 
which the architects are Wylie, Shanks « 
Wylie, 204, West Regent-st., Glasgow. 

HAMILTON, — Lanarkshire C.C. propose 
housing scheme, for which the architect is 
William Watt, Albert-st., Motherwell. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open, but not in- 
cluded in this list, see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 
OCTOBER 17. 

tNotts C.C.—Erection of scullery at Council 
school, Flintham. County Architect, Shire Hall, 
Nottingham. Dep. £1 1s. 

OCTOBER 18. 

Kendal T.C.—Erection of sub-station. G. 
German, B.S. 

Wellington R.D.C.—Construction of ambulance 
station at Donnington. W. B. Bond, 3, Newhall- 
st., Birmingham, 3. Dep, £2 2s. 

Yerk 1T.C.—Repairs and adaptations at 2, 
Bridge-st., 22a, Huntingdon-rd., and 8, 9 and 10, 
Tower-st. C. J. Minter, City E. Dep. £1 1s. 

OCTOBER 19. 

Brighouse T.C.—Adaptation of Brook House, 
Atlas Mill-rd., for school clinic. B.E. 

Derbyshire C.E.C.—Erection of kitchen at 
Somercoats Central School. County Architect, 
ys y~gd Offices, St. Mary’s-gate, Derby. Dep. 

Ss. 
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OCTOBER 20. 

Dublin T.C.—Erection of 150 houses at Calra 
West housing area, section 4B. City Treas., 
Exchange-bldgs. Dep. £5 5s. . 

North Riding E.C.—Erection of kitchen at 
Newton (Pickering) and  Pickerin Stape 
schools, F. Barraclough, Secretary, Ed. Offices, 
County Hall, Northallerton. 

OCTOBER 23. 

Montgomeryshire E.C.—Erection of canteen 
kitchen at Manafan C.E. School. Davies, 
,3 m4 E., County Ed. Offices, Newtown. Dep. 

S. 

Montgomeryshire E.C.—Alterations at Village 
Institute, Penybontfawr, to form canteen. T. G 
Davies, D. of E., County Ed. Offices, Newtown. 

Urmston U.D.€.—(1) Converting No, 3, 
Princess-rd. into two flats; (b) converting The 
Oaks and The Willows, Stretford, into 6 flats. 
L. Watkins, C., Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 

OCTOBER 24, 

Wednesbury T.C.—Erection and completion of 
refabricated concrete building for British 

estaurant at Church-st. A. Booth, Boro. A. 
Dep. £1 Is. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
HEATING, ETC. 


OCTOBER 20. 
and Thrapston R.D.C.—Externa 
- J. Short, S., Council 


Oundle 
painting of houses. 
Offices, Thrapston, 

; OCTOBER 21. 

Bridlington T.C.—Painting works: (a) 230 
houses and 32 bungalows at South Bank-la. 
housing estate; (b) greenhouses, cold frames, 
ete., at nurseries, Quay-rd. B.E. and 8. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


OCTOBER 18. 
Guildford T.C.—Construction of roads and 
sewers. W. G. Cross, M.Inst.C.E.,-B.B. and 8. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
OCTOBER 20. 

Downham ee ne well at Meth- 
wold pumping station. Plan, etc., from Silcock 
and Simpson, Consulting E., 10, Park-row, Leeds 
1, or from Council Offices. Dep. £5. 


ICTOBER 23, 
Middlesbrough C.B.—Reconstruction of part 
of cxeies cotes sewer. Preston Kitchen, 
ep. 


“Rochdale C.B.—Construction of roads and 
sowerh, S. H. Morgan, M.Inst.C.E., B.S. Dep. 


2s. OCTOBER 24. 
., Aylesbury R.D.C.—Sewerage works at 
Tudor House” area, Stoke Mandeville. 
Elliott and Brown, Stanley House, Pelham-rd., 
Nottingham. Dep; £2 2s. 

Whitley Bay.—Group construction of roads 
and sewers. A. J. Rousell, Superintending 
pis og Council Offices, Whitley Bay. Dep. 


NO DATE. 

Workington T.C.—Forming roads and laying 
sewers at Salterbeck housing estate. A. B. 
Cooper, A.M: Inst.C.E., B.E. and S. Dep. £2 2s. 

PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 
, OCTOBER 18. 

Billericay U.D.C.—(1) Two Building Inspec- 
tors. £240-£15-£255, plus bonus; (2) Chief Clerk. 
£240-£15-£300. A. Hatt, C., High-st., Billericay. 

OCTOBER 21, 

*Bucks C©.C.—Two Temporary Architectural 
Assistants. £300, rising to £360, plus bonus. 
County Architect, County Offices, Aylesbury. 

North Riding €.C, — (a) _ Architectural 
Assistant, £320-2£20-£400 p.a. Bonus £49 8s. 
(b) Building Surveyor. £225-£16-£300. Bonus 
£49 8s. ae forms from F. Barraclough, 
Secretary, Hd. Offices; County Hall, Northaller- 

n. 


OCTOBER 23. 
*Blackpoo! C.B.—Three Temporary Architec- 
tural en mc £364 p.a., plus 19s. p.w. bonus, 


E. an 
OCTOBER 25. 

*Coventry E.C.—Full-time Teacher of Plumbing 
and Allied Subjects at Technical College (Build- 
ing Dept.). Forms and conditions from F, H. 
Harrod, D. of E., Council House. (Stamped and 
addressed envelope required). 

OCTOBER 28. 

*Lincoin—Parts of Lindsey C.€.—Draughts- 
man in Land Drsinege Dept. £250 p.a., plus 
£49 8s, war bonus. . W. Scorer, C., County 
Offices, Lincoln. 

OCTOBER 


30. 
*Portsmouth T.C.—(1) Assistant Planning 


Officer. _£850-£50-£1,000; (2) Assistant Archi- 
tect. £850-£50-£1,000; (3) Chief Planning 
Assistant. £500-£25-£600; (4) Plannin 


Assistants: (a) Grade D. £450-£20-£510, (b 
Grade C..  £390-£15-£435. F. Sparks, T.C., 
Fomnicinel Omics, Royal Beach Hotel, Southsea. 
(All salaries supplemented by war bonus.) 
OCTOBER 31. 
*Middlesex C.E.C.—(1) Appointment of Head 
of Building . at Willesden Technical 


College. £550 rising to £750 p.a. Bonus £52, 
Forms of application from The Secretary (T), 
Middlesex Ed. Committee, 10, Gt. George-st., 
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Westminster, S.W.1; (2) Full-time Assistant 
Master to teach Technical Drawing and Build- 
ing Construction, Forms of application from 
Principal, Tottenham Technical College, High- 
rd., Tottenham, N.15. 
NOVEMBER 6. 

*West Ham C.B.—Head of Schoo! of Build- 
ing. £580-£25-£20-£625. Particulars and form of 
application from the Principal, West Ham 
Municipal College. (Stamped and addressed 
envelope required.) 

NO _ DATE. “ad 

*Carlisile E.C.—(1) Teacher of Building Sub- 
jects including Woodwork; (2) Teacher of 
General Subjects. Sopmcenen forms from F 
Ashton, D. of E., Ed. Offices, 19, Fisher-st, 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


Amble.—U.D.C. to prepare layout plans for 
54 post-war houses. 

Blaby.—R.D.C. propose houses at Sapcote, 
Braunstone and Glenfield. 

Coventry.—Trades and Labour 
propose “Tom Mann” Trades Hall. 

Dudiey.—Board of Management of Guest 
Hospital, ‘Tipton-rd., propose extensions to 
Nurses’ Home. 

Frodsham.—Trustees of National Children’s 
Home and Orphanage propose further exten- 
sions at Beaconhurst Home, Netherton. 

Harrogate.—T.C. propose completion of Grove 
House housing estate. 

Isle of Ely.—E.C. propose classrooms and 
lavatories at Wisbech Grammar _ school, 
Somers-rd. ' 

Leeds.—T.C. propose community centre at 
Farnley Hall. 

Manchester.—T.C. approved ; Establishment of 
social centre at Rusholme for Rusholme Ward 
Youth Advisory Committee; erection of Tuber- 
culosis Sanatorium at Wythenshawe; structural 
alterations at Central Education Offices, 
Deansgate. 

Middleton.—T.C. approved development of 
land, submitted by Batey, Markham, Heywood 
& Co., estate and land surveyors, 90, Deans- 
gate, Manchester 3; completion of four partly 
built houses at Ruthin-av.; reinstatement of 
Durnford-st. school, at £665. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—T'..C. propose rest and 
community centre.—T.C. approved: Additions 
ut “ Mona Castle” hotel, for Shrewsbury and 
Wem Brewery Co., Ltd., The Brewery, Wem; 
alterations at ‘‘ Crown” Inn, Red-st., Chester- 
ton, for Ind Coope & Allsopp, Ltd., Station-rd., 
Burton-on-Trent; structural alterations at 
““New Vine” inn, Bridge-st., for Parkers 
Burslem Brewery, Ltd., The Brewery, Burslem. 
—Bents Brewery Co., Ltd., The Brewery, 
Stone, propose hotel at Thistleberry site; 
Allied Bakeries, Ltd., propose bakery at Cross 
Heath; Potteries Traction C., Ltd., Stoke-on- 
Trent, propose *bus station at Hassell-st.; Rev. 
C. Watkins, The Rectory, Seabridge-rd., and 
Managers of St. Giles’ and St. George’s school 
propose school; Bournville Estate Office Archi- 
tects’ Department to prepare plans for layout 
of site for housing scheme for Housing Com- 
mittee. 

Northampton.—R.D.C. propose erection of 
60 houses on various sites. 

Queensbury and Shelf.—U.D.C. approved 76 
houses on various sites. 


Committee 
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Head Office: 
8 KING STREET, MANCHESTER, 2 
London Office: 
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Runcorn.—R.D.C. propose development of 
Globe’s Farm, Appleton, for housing site. 
Ss id.—Rev. P. Tuckwell and_ Parochial 
Cozncil of St. Cyprian’s Church, Frecheville, 
propose church and buildings, at £18,000.—R.C. 
authorities propose church hall at Longley-av. 
West, Lage A ae oe 
rt.—T.C. appro uses. 

Sone UDC. oe «a Adaptation of “ The 
Radsfords,” Longtesrd.. for maternity home; 
rovision of permanent mortuary. | . 
**Tymemouth — Hetherington & Wilson, County- 
chbrs., Westgate-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, are 
architects for converting No. 40. Percy- rk into 
four flats, for E. V. Haslam. W. Stockdale, 75, 
Howard-st., North Shields, pene plans for 
drawing office, for Smith’s Dock Co., Ltd. 
Wardile.—Lancashire E.C. propose nursery 
school at Little Howarth Farm, ‘Smallbridge. _ 

Wolverhampton.—T.C. propose erection of 250 
houses at Willenhall-rd.. and at Bushbury. 
Plans by W. M. Law, B.E. 


BRITISH RESTAURANTS AND 
CANTEENS 


Essex.—C.E.C. to carry out following works: 

Structural alterations to_ canteen kitchen at 
Grays Palmer Endowed school, at £920; kitchen 
and dining accommodation at South Woodford 
Seni t £3,238. 
oo hire... paper meals kitchen 
i dary school. 
a penn Sage ) ropose _—— meals 
ci ttington for schoo] meals services. 
eo te in the hands of Alexander 
Findlay & Co., Ltd., for canteen, at £5,286. 

West Riding.—C.C. prepare prefabricated 
building for Sining-hal at Cardigan Sana- 
torium, Carr Gate, nr. Wakefield. 


TENDERS 


° otes accepted. 

+ —— provisionally accepted. 

modification. 

q Denotes accepted by .M. Government 
departments. 


Cheshire.—Buildings : *Samuel Hutton & Co., 


-pl., Northwich. ir 
ear of four houses at, arse 
for T.C. D. T. Lloyd Jones, BSS. : a os 
Builders (Emergency Works), Ltd., 52, Prese 


st,. Halifax, £2,680. | tend. 
1 ire.—Buildings: *H. & J. R. Br 
Png 4 Farm, Blackley, Manciesolson 
Lancashire.—Works for C.C. A. 
, County A., County-blidgs., Fisherg: . 
(FD preston. Sanitary annexe at ng} > 
stitution, Lancaster: *R. L. Dilworth, “A 
Damside-st., Lancaster, eos Rg a 
fe al ward into en k 
peer yy Mog on Leigh Institution: *T. Collier i 
Sons, Ltd., Brown-st. Works, Leigh, £471. 
GLondon (Air Ministry).—List of —_ om 
tracts to value of £500 or over for week en 
October 7:— : oN : a ih 
ivi i work: Kinnear Moodie 
ont en Eoedon, 8B; John Howard & Co., 
es oan aaa: Amalgamated Building Con- 


2 ., London, S.W.1. : 
(rete cies E. Chuter, Ltd., Richmond, 


“ i ; teelwork : 
nd erection of structural s 
ra Ree Bridge *& Engineering Works, Ltd., 
Middlesbrough. ; ; 
intenance work: Colin McAndrew 
& gag Edinburgh ; Anglo-Scottich 
Construction & abet 
ons, Bis ki 
Cleon (Ministry of Works).—Contracts 
placed by M.O.W. ouies by sae mer Fag 
: Building work, A. J. , a 
Marketa. Chemnaten’s Carter & Ward, Harold- 
., Wickford, Essex. weer 
ea, Building work, W. R.. Chivers & 
Sons, Ltd., Estcourt-st., Devizes, Wilts. as 
Middx: Building work, G. Moss « Sons, e. 
Cranleigh Wharf, Lady Margaret-rd., Southall, 


Middx. 
War Dept.).—Works contracts 
saeon le War Dept. for week ended September 


0:— . ae 4 
irkcudbrightshire: Concrete work and road- 
me A. M. Cochran & Co., Glasgow. 

Co. Durham: Hutting (erection), M. J. Liddell 
& Sons, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


: ildi . Edwin Marshall & 
Lanes: Building work ws 





Sons, Ltd., Aston-under-Lyne, Lanes ; 
Berry, Ltd., Heywood, Lancs. ‘ 
Shropshire: Building and_ concrete Work, 
John McGeoch & Sons, Ltd., Wallasey, Ches. 
Norfolk: Miscellaneous work, E. H. J. Macro, 
Old Buckenham, Norfolk. me 
Herefordshire: Building work, T. Dickinson, 


Tredegar, Mon. 
Goan: Roadwork, Matt-Surface Roads, Ltd., 
London 


London, §8.W.15, ; ; 
Somerset: Hutting (erection) and_ miscel- 
Janeous work, H. Hoskings, Curry Rivell, nr. 
Taunton, Somerset. 
Hampshire: Roadwork, W. G. Northcott & 
Co., Ltd., Salisbury, Wilts. 


ee ene 


$$ — eS 
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Sussex: Miscellaneous work, G. H. Stone, 
Folkestone, Kent; hutting (erection), Saunders 
(Contractors), Burgess Hill, Sussex. 











FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


MEMBERSHIP 1941—856 
MEMBERSHIP 1942—1,612 


MEMBERSHIP TO DATE—4,000 
LONDON REGION 37 AREA OFFICES 


PROVINCIAL BRANCHES 


i) BATH, BRISTOL, CARDIFF, EXETER, FROME, 
HIGH WYCOMBE, HULL, MANCHESTER, 
MERSEYSIDE, PLYMOUTH, PORTSMOUTH, 
SALISBURY, TORQUAY and WELLINGBOROUGH. 


(Many Branches in course of formation) 


SUBSCRIPTION £3.3.0 pa. 


"Phone or write 
Secretary : 
23, Compton Terrace, Upper St., N.1 
CANonbury 2041/3 
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Middlesbrough.—Repairs to flat roofs at 
Kirby Secondary school, for E.C.: *John Cooke 
& Son (Huddersfield), Lid., Huddersfield, £332. 

Middlesbrough —For painting at schools, for 
E.C.: St. Hilda’s C.E.: *A. Lewis, ie 
Middlesbrough, £562; East-st. : 
Middlesbrough, 669;. March-rd. 
Middlesbrough, £418; Hugh Bell Central: “T. 
ye Middlesbrough, £2,296; High schoul : 
*T. Whatley & Son, iie., Middlesbrough £1,340 ; 
St. Richard’s R.C.; *E. Turner, Ltd., Middles- 
weve. £410; Kevcenten *Hills, Middles- 
brough, £439; Beechwood: ¥*B. Richardson, 
Middlesbrough, £684; Special school: *T. 
Whatley & Son, Ltd., iddlesbrough, £618; 
Brambles ; *Hills, Middlesbrough » £572. 
Middleton.—External painting work of 150 
houses at Boarshaw estate in groups of 50, in 
lieu of tenders previously accepted: *Pilling & 
Son, 19, Birch-la., Longel ght, Manchester 13, 
£325 ; *J, Ferguson & (Decorators), Ltd., 
Gore-st., Salford 3, £325; vitilton and Son, Man- 
chester Old-rd., Middleton, nr. Manchester, 


325. 

Moston.—Additions to 
and kiln bay to works. P. W. Churchard, archi- 
tect, 3, Clovelly-dr., Hillside, Southport: *W. 
Thorpe & Son, Lid., Chester-rd., Cornbrook, 
Manchester 16. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—Works for T.C. A. 
Cotton, B.S. Conversion of 37, 39 and 41, Lon- 
os. into nine flats: *Baddeley Bros., Peel- 

Wolstanton, £1,942 10s.; completion of pair 
of ‘partly built semi-detached houses at Lincoln- 
a HE nes rm Bros. (Silverdale), Ltd., May- 

- Silverdale, £1,716; reconversion of Ellison- 
ty Infants’ school of Rescue and Ambulance 
depot and_ internal decorations and external 
painting: *Baddeley Bros., Peel-st., Wolstan- 
ton, £347 10s.; and *T. E. Talbot, "Dartmouth 
ot Leonard-st., Burslem, £285 (all of New- 
castle). 

Northumberland.—For erection of canteen 
kitchens at schools, for C.C.: Bamburgh C.E.: 
*T. Gardner, Berwick, £450; Beadnell C.E. : 

*T. B. Gregory, 
Wark: 


ag end workshop 


Seahouses, £473; Carham 
*Patterson Bros., Branxton, £344; Seg 











Boyle’s «sicpamp” Ventilator 
OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 
ROBERT BOYLE & SON, 


Ventilating Engineers, Em rgency Address: 34 MORLAND 
AV., E. CROYDON, SURREY, Tel.: Addiscembe 1133 
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hill Infants: *J. M. Reid, Seaton Delaval, £254; 
Slaley: *M. Hogarth < Son, Corbridge, £415; 
Newton-on-the-Moor : . G. Green & Son: 
Warkworth, £458 105, 

Stretford.—Works additions : 
Sons, Ltd., 21, 
chester. 

Walisend.—Painting of 300 houses, for T.C.: 
*E. Jackson, 4, Tudor-rd., Chester- le: Street, Co. 
Durham. 

York.—Repairs and adaptations at 2, North- 
st., and 10, Pavement, for T.C. C. J. Minter, 
City E. & A.: *Wm. Birch & Sons, Ltd., Spen- 
la., York 2, North-st., £510; 10, Pavement, £375. 


*J. Maunders & 
Grange-av., Stretford, nr. Man- 











BUCHANAN & CURWEN ‘”- 
ELECTRICAL 
WORK 


Schemes prepared for 


ARCHITECTS 


engaged on Post-War Planning 


ADDRESS : 
66, VICTORIA STREET, S.W.1 
Tel.: ViCteria 6550 
Also at BRISTOL & LEATHERHEAD 
EST. 1895 








C. H. COATES 








BUILDERS AND PUBLIC 
WORKS CONTRACTORS 








HARDWOOD 
FLOORING 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Poiat Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 











HOSPITAL & SCHOOL STOVES | 


SOLE MAKERS OF 
WRIGHTS. IMPROVED ANDALSO 
SHORLAND'S PATENT WARM AIR 
VENTILATING PATTERNS. 


GEO. 
19 NEWMAN SY. 





LONDON 
OFFICES 


WINDSOR HOUSE 


VICTORIA ST., S.W.1 
ABBEY 1800 


WORKS 
OFFICES 
DAVIS ROAD 


SURBITON, SURREY 





ELMBRIDGE 5878 














GALBRAITH 


LIMITED 


BROTHERS 


BUILDERS 
CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


of 


CAMBERWELL 


Temporary Offices : 


Telephone : SYD. 6235/6 
15-16, TORRINGTON COURT, WESTWOOD HILL, S.E.26 














6 “1s the. sual 
number of properties 


we have restored.Let us 
reinstate your war damaged 
premises, warehouse, factory’or 
house, the work to be put in hand 
n peace comes. ‘Phone WAT. 5474. 













iwsmM NEGUS cro. 


Station Works-KinG JAMES ST..S-E/.(WAT 5474) 
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